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�
It is 1675, the reign of Charles II.


Many days’ journey from London, the West Country is still a primitive and lawless place, where the government struggles to impose its authority.


To all intents and purposes, it is another country.





*Credits over landscape of Doone Valley*


( Doones riding across valley





Scene 1 - Market at Porlock


General Hubbub


Jack Ridd and Young John Ridd looking at market stalls


Jack Ridd:		What you looking for there?


Young John Ridd:	They’re for mother.


( Doones riding across valley


( Market where Young John picks up bread from a stall but is stopped by Jack


Jack:			Come here, John.


Market Woman:	Get your hands off them!  Go away!


( Doones riding towards the market


( Market where the Doones come galloping in, causing screaming and animals to panic, and the hooves of horses continuing as the Doones mess up the market.  A herd of cows move quickly towards Young John, who is trapped on the floor, under people running away.


Young John:		Father … Aah!


Jack picks Young John up and carries him to safety.


Jack:			Are you alright?


Young John:		Yes.


Jack:			Inside!  Quick!


Jack pushes Young John into a barn.


Woman:		Help me!  Help!


Richard Doone on a horse, is trying to grab a woman.


Richard Doone:	Come here!


Jack runs over to them, helps the woman and pulls Richard Doone off his horse, where they begin to fight.


( Young John in the barn seeing Richard lunging at Jack with a sword.


Young John:		Look out!


John Fry throws a staff to Jack, who catches it and uses it to defend himself.


John Fry:		Catch!


Jack blocks the strikes from Richard and hits him with the staff, causing him to drop to the ground, dead.  Silence as the Doone men on the horses surround Jack, including Carver Doone, each holding a gun and aiming it at Jack.  A single gun shot is heard.


Young John:		Father!!  Father!


Young John runs out of the barn to Jack, whom he catches, and sees him die in his arms.


Young John:		Father.


Young John looks up and through his tears, sees Carver pointing a gun at him.  Carver then smirks and rides off, with the other Doone men following, leaving Richard Doone face down on the floor or Jack lying next to a kneeling Young John.  John Fry comes up to Young John, beckoning him away.


John Fry:		Come on, John.





Scene 2 - Ridd Farm House


Sarah Ridd walks out of the farmhouse followed by Betty Muxworthy, John Fry and Young John, Annie and Lizzie Ridd.


Betty Muxworthy:	You can’t do such a thing, Mistress.  Tell her, John Fry.


John Fry:		I’ve been trying to but …


Betty:			Of all the stubborn, long-headed things I ever heard in my life…


Sarah Ridd:		I’ll thank you to keep a civil tongue in your head, Betty.


Betty:			I won’t stand by silent while you go off and kill yourself on a 


			false error.


Young Lizzie:		(pleading) Please!  Please!


John Fry:		Listen to reason, Mistress.


Betty:			Go to the Doones?  You might as well talk to the Devil himself!


Sarah:			I know what I’m doing.


Betty:			(( John Fry) Oh, say something then.


John Fry:		I’ve been trying to for the last five minutes.  But she’s right.  


			No-one goes to the Doone Valley of their own free will.


Sarah:			I owe it to their father.  If you prefer to stay here, I understand.


Sarah kisses Annie and Lizzie.


Sarah:			I’ll be back by nightfall.


Young John:		I’m coming with you!


Sarah:			No!


Young John:		You can’t stop me!


Sarah puts her arm around John’s shoulder and leads him off.


Betty:			(( John Fry) Are you just gonna stand there and let the boy 


show you up?


Betty punches John Fry in the arm.


John Fry:		Oh!


John Fry grabs his staff and puts his hat on and runs to catch up with Sarah and Young John.





Scene 3 - Doone Valley


Sarah and Young John walk across the Doone Valley, followed by a reluctant John Fry, who pauses.


John Fry:		Mistress!		


Sarah and Young John turn around.


John Fry:		I’ve got my family to think about.


Sarah nods and John Fry turns around and walks back.  Sarah and Young John carry on walking until they are jumped from behind by Doone men.


Sarah:			Ooh!


Two men hold Sarah and Young John.


Doone Man:		Who are you?


Sarah:			My name is Sarah Ridd.


Doone Man:		What do you want?


Sarah:			To see Sir Ensor Doone.


The two men blindfold Sarah and Young John, and lead them away.





Scene 4 - Village in the Doone Valley


Blindfolded, Sarah and Young John are escorted to the Doone House, being watched by many Doone women.


Doone Man:		(( Sarah) Come on you!  Come on!


They reach the entrance of the house, where armed guards start to come down the steps.


Doone Man:		Halt!  Intruders!  Name of Ridd!


( Sarah and Young John are led through the main door where they are met by Sir Ensor Doone, his on, Counsellor Doone, and his grandson, Carver Doone.


Sir Ensor Doone:	Why have you come here, Mistress Ridd?


Sarah:			Someone must answer for my husband’s death.


Carver Doone:		Take care, woman!


Ensor:			Why bring your complaint to me?


Sarah:			He was killed in cold blood by a Doone.  You are their Lord.  


			How can you let your men sink so low?  When did the noble 


Doones become thieves and murderers?


Carver:			You dare to stand in our house and call us murderers?!?


Counsellor Doone:	Come on, Carver.  Get out of here!


Counsellor drags Carver outside.


Ensor:			The Doones are a peaceful people.  We seek no quarrel with our


			neighbours.


Sarah:			You talk of peace, but you act with cruelty and injustice.


Ensor:			You speak to me of injustice?!?  My lands were stolen from me.  


			My family outlawed and condemned to live like animals.  I’ll 


			have no lessons in justice from a farmer’s wife.


Sarah:			I was a farmer’s wife once.  Now I am his widow.


( outside the house, Counsellor is talking to Carver.


Carver:			Why does the old man waste his time with these peasants?	


Counsellor:		If I was you, Carver, I’d keep my mouth shut.  You’ve caused 


enough problems for yourself as it is.  Who authorised the attack on Porlock?


Carver:			I need no authority.


Counsellor:		If we slaughter these people and take everything they have, 


what choice do we give them but to rise up against us?


Carver:			If you’re so wise, Father, why hasn’t Ensor chosen you as his 


successor?  You are his oldest living son!


Counsellor:		Some men inspire loyalty and devotion.  Others like me merely 


respect.  My place is by the leader’s side, that’s why I have spent years making sure you are our next captain.  I hope to God I haven’t been wasting my time!


Counsellor leaves Carver and walks back into the house.


Ensor:			Counsellor!  Tell me what happened at Porlock.	


Counsellor:		Your grandson led a few men to trade at the market.  They 


were set upon by a gang of thieves, this woman’s husband was the ringleader.  Ridd killed our brother Richard, before himself was shot.


Young John lungs at Ensor but is held back.


Young John:		That’s a dirty lie!


Sarah:			John!  John!


Ensor:			You have your answer, Mistress.  Be assured I attach no blame 


			to you for your husband’s evil deeds.


Counsellor:		Under the law, John Ridd’s land and property pass as 


			compensation to his innocent victims.  The Ridd farm is 


			rightfully ours.


Ensor:			I am a man who respects the law.  But it shows little respect for 


			me.  what should I do, Mistress Ridd?


Sarah:			I hoped for justice, but all I receive is mockery.  May God 


			forgive you for your cruelty.


Ensor:			This woman has suffered enough.  We will not press our case


			against her.


Counsellor:		Is that wise?


Ensor notions for Counsellor to give a small bag on money to Sarah.


Sarah:			Is this what you think I came for?


Ensor:			Keep it.  For your children.


Sarah hands the bag to Ensor, and leaves with Young John.


Ensor:			Bring Carver here!


Carver comes back into the house and walks up to an angry Ensor.


Ensor:			If you weren’t my grandson, I’d have you whipped!


Ensor goes to slap Carver but stops himself, and instead gently pats Carver’s face.


Ensor:			One day soon the Doones will go back to their ancestral lands.


			Till then we’ve got to live with these clods.  Try to remember 


			that.


Ensor leaves and Carver turns and faces Counsellor:


Carver:			Let Ensor dream of the past.  The future’s mine.





Scene 5 - Ridd Farm


Young John is cleaning and loading a gun.  He aims it at tin cans laid out near the barn.  A shot is fired, making the farm animals complain.  Sarah comes running over and grabs the gun off Young John.


Sarah:			Now that you can shoot, what will you do?


Young John:		Kill the Doones that murdered my father.


Sarah:			I’ve already lost my husband.  You think I want to bury my son 


as well?  You must be a man now, John.  I can’t run this farm without you.


Young John:		You want me to do nothing?


Sarah:			I want you to do what you know is right.


Young John:		Don’t ask me to stop hating them.


Sarah:			How could I?  When I have so much hate for them in my own 


			heart!  But killing is the Doone way, not ours.


( Farmhouse - John is hanging the gun up on the wall.


Young John:		I’ll never forgive.  Never forget.


Sarah shows John a ring.


Sarah:			This is your father’s ring.  He would want you to have it.





Scene 6 - River


Young John is fishing in the river with a spear.  He loses his footing and is swept by the currents down the river, and down a waterfall, while desperately trying to grab hold of some rock.


Cries of help and panic continue throughout the scene.





Scene 7 - Bottom of the Waterfall in the Doone Valley


A half-drowned Young John is pulled out of the shallow water by his feet, by Young Lorna Doone.


Young John:		Am I dead?


Young Lorna Doone:	No.  Not quite.  But you were lucky.  How did you come here?


Young John points up at the waterfall.


Young John:		I was fishing.  Up there.


Young Lorna:		Fishing?  What with?


Young John:		I had a spear.  I can do just as well without it.  I’ll show you if 


			you like.  I’m John Ridd.  Who are you?


Young Lorna:		Lorna.


Carver:			(in distance) Lorna!


( Carver with Charley Doone searching in the forest.


Carver:			Where is she?


( Waterfall where Young John is trying to teach Young Lorna how to catch fish with her hands.  Both giggle. 


Young John:		It just takes practice, that’s all.


They start to splash water at each other.


Carver:			(in distance) Lorna!


Young Lorna:		You must go!  If they find us here, they’ll kill us both!


Carver:			(in distance) Lorna!  Where are you?


Young Lorna:		Over there!  It’s a secret way out through the rocks.  Promise 


			me you’ll never come here again.


Young Lorna climbs up a wooden ladder while Young John runs towards the waterfall, in the other direction.  Carver jumps down onto the rocks at the bottom of the waterfall and walks towards where Young John is hiding under the water.  After looking around for a moment, Carver turns around and climbs up the rocks and finds Charley crouching over a ‘sleeping’ Young Lorna.  Charley goes to wake her but is stopped by Carver.


Carver:			Let her sleep.


Carver watches young Lorna sleep.


( Young John climbing through the rocks by the waterfall and he looks down at a steep drop.





Scene 8 - Field at the Ridd Farm


Young John is cutting the hay in the field.  A close up of his waistcoat, which then zooms out and shows a handsomer and older looking John Ridd, 9 years later, in 1684.  John is cutting the hay more easily and efficiently.  


Annie Ridd walks towards John, from where people are relaxing in the field.


Annie Ridd:		John!


John Ridd:		We could use some help up here!


Annie:			I have to cook you a special dinner.


Annie and John start to walk towards the group, with John’s arm around Annie’s shoulder.


John:			Ha ha!  I don’t know why everyone makes such a fuss about 


birthdays.


Annie:			You’d be sorry if we took no notice.


John:			It wouldn’t bother me one little bit!


Annie:			You can’t work all the time.


John:			Someone has to round here.


Annie and John reach Sarah, Betty and Lizzie Ridd, who is reading a book.


Lizzie Ridd:		All work and no play makes John a dull boy.


John:			Don’t suppose you’d consider lifting a finger?


Lizzie:			I’ve got my book to finish.


John:			What use will Greek be to a farmer’s wife, Lizzie?


Lizzie:			It’s Latin.  And I’m not marrying some ignorant farmer!


John:			Not right if they see you first!


Sarah:			Go and wash.  Uncle Reuben should be here soon and I 


			expected your cousin Tom hours ago.





Scene 9 - Road


Tom Faggus on a horse, is pointing a gun at a carriage.  Tom gets off his horse and walks towards the carriage.


Tom Faggus:		No-one try anything stupid.


Tom opens the carriage door.


Lady Banfield:		For God’s sake, don’t kill us.


Tom:			Keep your money, Madam.  You’re safe with me.  At least you 


are.  Sir Robert Banfield, I think.


Tom pulls Sir Robert Banfield out of the carriage.





Scene 10 - Ridd Farm


Tom talks to Sarah and John outside the farmhouse with John expecting his new green waistcoat.


Sarah:			I won’t profit from your dishonesty, Tom.


Tom:			I bought it with my own money.


Sarah:			And where did that money come from?


Tom:			The world is preyed on me like a wolf, Sarah.  I have the right to


			prowl the world a little.  I never robbed anyone who didn’t 


			deserve it!


Tom hands a shawl to Sarah and picks up a pair of black gloves.


John:			That won’t stop them hanging you!


Tom:			They’ll have to catch me first, won’t they?  Where’s Annie?


John:			She’s there.  Come on.


John leads Tom away from Sarah to Annie, who is sitting at the table.  John kisses her on the cheek and leaves her with Tom.


Tom:			Annie!  You’ve grown up!  How old are you now?


Annie:			You ought to know, Mister Faggus.  You are my godfather.


Tom:			A quest in duty I must take more seriously.


Tom hands the gloves to Annie.


Tom:			Call me Tom.


Annie kisses Tom on the cheek.


( people dancing to music.  Betty sees Reuben Huckaback slumped over his horse, which is coming towards the farm.


Betty:			God save us!


Music slows then stops.





Scene 11 - Ridd Farm


John and Tom help Reuben off his horse.


Reuben Huckaback:	Aah!  Aah!


John:			Sssh!


Sarah:			Uncle Reuben?


Tom:			Who did this to you?


John:			Was it the Doones?


Reuben:		They stole every penny I had.  They beat me.  They chased me 


			for sport across the moors.


John:			Sssh!


Reuben:		They thought I was dead.


Sarah:			You’re safe now.


Reuben:		Where’s my granddaughter? Fetch Ruth.  Ruth!  RUTH!!





Scene 12 - Bedroom in the Ridd Farm House


Reuben is in bed being nursed by his granddaughter, Ruth Huckaback.


John:			If I should ever be ill, I hope my doctor will be as gentle as you.


Ruth Huckaback:	You give me far more credit than I deserve.


Reuben:		How can you just stand by and let those bandits do as they


			please?


Sarah:			There’s nothing to be done.  The Doones are too powerful.


Reuben:		Cowards!  The lot of you!


Ruth:			Hush, grandfather.


Lizzie:			He’s right.  We are cowards.  If I was man, I would have 


			avenged my father long ago.  Well does no-one else hate the


			Doones like I do?


John:			You have no idea what hate is!


Lizzie:			If you really care, you’d have…


Sarah:			That’s enough!


Reuben:		I’m not afraid of these Doones.  You give me a musket.  I’ll 


			fight them myself!


John:			No.  No.  This is a matter for the law.  We’ll go to Baron de


			Whichehalse.





Scene 13 - Baron de Whichehalse’s House


Baron de Whichehalse sitting at his desk, and his son, Marwood de Whichehalse is sitting on a chaise de longue infront of the fire, listening to the conversation between his father, Reuben and John.  Baron de Whichehalse bangs on the table, facing Reuben and John.


Baron de Whichehalse: We’ll have no more of this lawlessness. Now, the names of the


			Doones who attacked you, please, Mister Huckaback.


Reuben:		I couldn’t say.  There were six of them.  If you need names, put 


			down Sir Ensor Doone… and sons.


Baron:			Sir Ensor Doone led the assault(?) And five of his sons, 


			Christian names unknown.  That is your sworn evidence?


Reuben:		No. No.  No.  I didn’t say Sir Ensor was there personally.


Baron:			But I have it here in writing.  If Ensor Doone could prove he was


			elsewhere, you could be indited for perjury.  Still, at least we 


			have these sons of his(!)


Marwood de Whichehalse: I suppose, Father, he can absolutely swear they were Sir


			Ensor’s sons.  Not his nephews or grandchildren?


Reuben:		Of course I can’t swear to it!  They were Doones!  What more


			proof do you need?


Baron:			Identification, is nine-tenths of the law, Master Huckaback.


Marwood:		You’re sure these men actually were Doones?


Reuben:		Yes.  I saw them distinctly in the fog.


Marwood:		Fog!  Huh!  Who can see anything in an Exmoor fog?  In my


			opinion, this poor fellow frightened himself with shadows.


Baron:			The fog explains everything!  Go back now and I’ll warrant 


			you’ll find your property exactly where you left it.


Reuben:		(agitated) Did the fog tie me to my own horse?  Did the fog give


			me these bruises then?!?


Baron:			You have no evidence, Master Huckaback.


Reuben:		Is this fair?  Is this honest?  I’m going to take this to the 


			highest authority in the land!


Reuben leaves, followed by John.


( John and Reuben are seen talking through the window by Baron de Whichehalse.


John:			You’re really going to take your case to the king?


Reuben:		Someone more powerful than that.  (( servant) Give me a hand 


			up, will you?


The servant helps Reuben get up on his horse.


John:			Well, who?


Reuben:		You’ll find out soon enough.  I want to see these villains in their


			lair.  Take me to the Doone Valley.


John:			You should be resting.


Reuben:		I don’t need a rest!  If the law won’t do anything, Reuben


			Huckaback will!


Baron de Whichehalse sees them riding away through the gate, then turns around and takes off his wig.


Baron:			Tell Sir Ensor I want to see him!





Scene 14 - Behind the Waterfall in the Doone Valley


John and Reuben climb down the rocks.


Reuben:		You sure it goes all the way down?


John:			Well unless the rocks have blocked it over the years(!)  It’s


			just there.


John points down as Reuben stops climbing.


Reuben:		I’m sorry boy, I can’t go on.  I can’t go any further.  My poor 


aching bones won’t bear it.  If it wasn’t for my injuries, nothing would stop me.  Reuben Huckaback in his prime is still a match for any Doone!  In my present condition I…


John:			Perhaps we should go back?


Reuben:		No.  No.  No.  You go on, have a look around.  We need to know


			their weak points for when we attack ‘em.


John:			Right.


John leaves Reuben on the rocks.


Reuben:		I’ll stay here… and keep watch.





Scene 15 - By the Waterfall in the Doone Valley


John climbs across the waterfall’s rocks and looks down at the steep drop.  He comes through the ferns at the front of the waterfall.  He sees an older and prettier Lorna Doone catching fish with her hands in the river.  She catches a fish but drops it, and then looks up and sees John staring at her.  He smiles but she runs away.  Lorna goes up the wooden ladder and climbs the rope, and runs into the forest, but is being chased by John, who catches up with her and grabs her arm.


Lorna Doone:		If you lay a finger on me you’ll regret it!


Lorna grunts and pulls away from John.


John:			Woe!  I’m not going to hurt you.


Lorna:			What do you want?


John:			Nothing.


Lorna:			Then why are you here?


John:			Don’t you know me, Lorna?


Lorna:			Why should I?


John:			Well have you ever thought about that half-drowned boy you 


			once found on the river bank?


Lorna:			Never!


John:			I see you learnt how to fish though!


Lorna:			I warned you never to come back!


John;			I know.


Lorna:			They’ll kill you if they find you here.


John:			I’ll take my chances.


Lorna:			You should go now.


John:			Only if I can see you again?


Lorna:			It’s impossible!


John:			All right then.  I’ll stay.


Lorna:			No!  Please, for your own sake!  You should have never come


			back!


Lorna leaves John standing there.





Scene 16 - Doone House


Baron de Whichehalse is talking to Ensor, Counsellor and Carver Doone.


Baron:			Huckaback is a wealthy and influential man!  If you carry on in 


			this reckless manner, London will be forced to act.


Ensor:			I don’t need your warning!


Counsellor:		We pay you for your influence.  If you have none, why are we


			wasting our money?


Baron:			I’m doing my best!


Ensor:			The do better!  Do I have to remind you that if the Doones fall, 


			you fall with them?


Baron:			No, sir.


Ensor:			Never presume to criticise a Doone again!





Scene 17 - Ridd Farm House


John is looking in the mirror and combing his hair when Annie comes in.


Annie:			Where are you going?


John:			Nowhere!


Annie:			Why are you dressing up?


John:			Uhm… No reason.


John leaves the house.





Scene 18 - Doone Valley


John is walking through the forest to Lorna’s little shelter, where Lorna is sitting, reading.


Lorna:			You came back.  Why?


John:			Well I wanted to see you again.


Lorna:			I should be very angry with you.


John:			And are you?


Lorna:			I don’t know.  Haven’t decided yet.


John sits down next to Lorna, leaning towards her.  He moves her hair away from her neck, preparing to kiss her.  She moves abruptly away, gets up and starts to cry.  John follows her.


John:			What is it?


Lorna:			You don’t know how much danger you are in.


John:			I don’t care.  I want to talk to you.  Get to know you better.


Lorna:			You can’t.  When you know more, you’ll hate me.


John:			Why would I ever hate you?


Lorna:			Because I’m a Doone!  They call me their queen.  I am the heir 


			to this little realm of violence.  Now will you go?


John runs off leaving Lorna very upset and crying.





Scene 19 - Doone House


Sir Ensor Doone is sitting at the table, facing Counsellor and Carver.


Carver:			I am sick of waiting.  I want her now!


Ensor:			Question is, does she want you?  Want to force the girl to 


marry you?


Carver:			Get me a priest and I’ll show you how it’s done!


Ensor:			I will not let your impatience ruin everything!


Ensor gets up and fetches a jewellery box from another table behind him.  He sits back down, opens the box and takes out a necklace and admires it.


Ensor:			I’ve waited sixteen years for my plans to bear through.  Only on


			your marriage to Lorna, will my family be able to reclaim their


			inheritance.


Carver:			This is my inheritance!


Ensor:			You think a stinky patch of mud in the middle of nowhere is a


			fit home for the noble Doones?	


Carver mouths ‘No’.


Ensor:			Then get out of here and try to make Lorna like you.


Carver:			She will.  I promise you.


Carver goes outside and walks over and sits down on the table, opposite to where Lorna is with some other girls, and stares at her.  Gwenny Fairfax sees Carver, alerts Lorna of his presence and leads the other girls away, leaving Lorna by herself.  Lorna sees Carver and walks in the other direction to him, looking back at him as she walks away.





Scene 20 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


Betty, Sarah and Annie are serving dinner, and John is sitting at the table, with the rest of the family in the kitchen.


Annie:			(( John) Penny for your thoughts?


John gets up and leaves the room.


Annie:			What’s gotten into him?


John Fry:		Bitten by a mad dog, I reckon.





Scene 21 - Ridd Farm


John is outside and walks up to a gate and leans on it.  John takes out his father’s ring, and after thinking for a moment, tosses it up, catches it and walks off.





Scene 22 - By the Waterfall in the Doone Valley


Lorna and Gwenny are sitting down by some trees overlooking the waterfall.  John climbs up the rock face and comes up behind Lorna.  Gwenny sees him and raises her stick to defend herself and Lorna.


Gwenny Fairfax:	Mistress!  (( John) Keep away!


Lorna:			It’s alright, Gwenny.


Gwenny:		You know him?


Lorna:			Leave us?


Gwenny:		I can’t.  What if someone comes?


Lorna:			Please?


Gwenny goes up the rocks and acts as a lookout.


John:			I tried to stay away.  But I can’t.


( Doone man sneaking through the trees, with John and Lorna talking over him.


John:			Had you ever known your mother and father?


Lorna:			my mother died giving birth to me.  And my father was Ensor’s 


eldest son.  He was killed when I was still a child.


( Gwenny spying on the forest and sees the man lurking.


( John and Lorna sitting down by the tress, behind Gwenny.


John:			Are they kind to you here?


Lorna:			Ensor sees to it that I am treated with respect.  I love him dearly


			for it.  I daren’t think what will happen when he’s no longer 


here.


John:			You could escape.


Lorna:			And go where?  This is the only home I know.  Besides, Carver


			will never let his future wife leave.


John:			His wife?


Lorna:			Even Ensor says I should marry him.


John:			And will you?


Lorna:			I will only marry a man that I love.


Gwenny:		Please.  Mistress.  We can’t stay another minute.


Lorna:			(( John) I’ll see you again?	


Lorna and Gwenny run off, giggling.





Scene 23 - Barn at the Ridd Farm


Annie is with some horses.  John comes up behind her, grabs her round her waist, making her squeal.  He picks her up and spins her around.


Annie:			Put me down!  Aah!


John drops Annie.


Annie:			What’s the matter with you?


John:			I think I’m in love.


Annie:			What?  That’s wonderful.  Who with?


John:			Lorna Doone.


Annie:			You’re in love with a Doone?


John:			Do you mind very much?


Annie:			What does it matter as long as you’re happy?


Annie hugs John.


John:			This must stay our secret.  For now.





Scene 24 - Waterfall in the Doone Valley


John and Lorna are standing on the rocks infront of the waterfall, looking at each other.


Lorna:			Promise me you’ll come back next week.


John:			Nothing on Earth will stop me.


Lorna and John hold hands, and then kiss.  Lorna tries to walk away but John grabs her back for one more kiss.  She then leaves.





Scene 25 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


John walks into the kitchen and sees everyone there, with a soldier sitting and eating at the table.


Jeremy Stickles:	John Ridd?


John:			Yeah.


Stickles:		Take this in the name of the King!


Stickles hands a document to John.


John:			What is it?


Stickles:		It’s a summons to appear before the King’s bench.


Lizzie:			There must be some mistake.  It’s Tom Faggus you want, not 


			our John!


Annie:			Quite Lizzie.


Stickles:		Oh, don’t worry.  You’ve done nothing wrong.  Not that we


			know of anyway.


Sarah:			Then why is he called to London?


Stickles:		The Lord Chief justice has business with him.  If he’s honest 


and speaks plainly, he’ll be in no danger. 


( John reading the document - big letter ‘Summons’


Stickles:		You can read, can’t you?


John:			Yes!


Stickles:		You’ve been to London before?


John:			I went to Torquay once.  When must we leave?


Stickles:		Tomorrow morning.


John:			I can’t.  I can’t go too quickly!


Stickles:		Humph!  Well Judge Jeffreys isn’t a man to be kept waiting!


			Which is a pity because I haven’t eaten this well in an age!


John:			Well this… this is nothing!  Why Annie here, Annie cooks the


			finest venison in the whole county!


Stickles:		Well, I, uhm, suppose my horse is very tired.  We’ll say Monday


			morning.


John:			Friday!


Stickles:		Impossible!


John:			You can’t leave without trying our roast suckling pig!


Stickles:		Tuesday!  And that’s my last word!





Scene 26 - A Street in London


Caption “7 Days Later”


John and Stickles riding on horses through a narrow street, past market sellers and passers-by. 


Stickles:		Stand aside!


They ride past beggars and John throws some money to them.











Scene 27 - Waterfall in the Doone Valley


Lorna is siting on the grass rock face, waiting for John.  Carver comes up behind her.  Lorna turns around, gasps when she sees Carver and walks past him.


Carver:			Who were you waiting for?


Lorna:			No-one!


( Lorna walking through the forest and Carver catches up with her, goes infront of her, blocking her path.


Carver:			I wanted to talk to you.  You are very beautiful, Lorna. 


You know how much I admire you.  How much I love you.


Lorna:			I am unworthy of your affection.


Carver walks closer to Lorna, making her back into a tree.


Carver:			That is for me to decide.  We were meant to be together.  You 


know that.


Lorna:			Because Ensor wishes it?		


Carver:			Because we do and always have.


Carver looks lovingly at Lorna, puts his hands on her face and moves in to kiss her.  Lorna pushes Carver away just as he is about to kiss her.  Lorna starts to run away and Carver follows her.


Carver:			I could have a hundred women!


Lorna:			Take them then!  I do not mean to offend you!


Carver:			What does offence have to do with it?  What do I care about 


your sly ways of tormenting a man?


Lorna:			You think I’m playing some kind of game with you?  Then listen 


to me!  I have never loved you, Carver, and I never could!  If you do love me as you say, then leave me alone!


Carver grabs Lorna’s neck to stop her getting away and pulls her closer to him.


Carver:			You will be my wife!


Lorna:			Ensor will never let you force me!


Carver:			Ensor will not live much longer!


Carver forcefully kisses Lorna.


Carver:			We will be married the day after his death.  And you will love 


me.


Carver releases and pushes Lorna away.  Lorna runs away and Carver follows her with his eyes.





Scene 28 - Outside Judge Jeffreys’ Office in London


Stickles and John, dressed very smartly, walk towards Judge Jeffreys’ office.  Stickles pushes a man out of the way.


Stickles:		Tell the truth and don’t contradict him.  And look him straight


			in the eye.  He likes that.


John:			Straight in the eye?


Stickles:		Hmm.  In a humble way but not, uh, not servantile.


John:			(mumbles) Humble not servantile.


Stickles:		Alright?  Good.


Stickles leads John through a door but remains behind, which makes John come back.


John:			Aren’t you coming?


Stickles:		Oh no.


John goes through the door into the office.





Scene 29 - Judge Jeffreys’ Office in London


Judge Jeffreys is sitting and writing at his desk.  John clears his throat, making Jeffreys put the quill down and stands up, looking at John.


Judge Jeffreys:	Do you know who I am, John Ridd?


John:			You’re the Lord Chief Justice.


Jeffreys:		Are you frightened of me?


John:			(shaking his head) I have no reason to be, my Lord.


Jeffreys:		Haven’t you?  Hmm.  I wonder.


Jeffreys walks over to the window and John follows him.  They see a man being led up to an execution platform.


Jeffreys:		Now, you see, this is… Lord Russell who plotted to overthrow


			the King.


Lord Russell:		(outside) I’m innocent!  I’m innocent!


Lord Russell is beheaded - not seen but a thump is heard.


( John and Jeffreys looking out of the window.


Jeffreys:		Ugh!


John brings a handkerchief to his mouth.


Jeffreys:		Ugh!  Aah.  Off in one, now there’s a novelty(!) Justice is a 


			beautiful thing, is it not?


Jeffreys goes back to his desk and John moves infront of it and faces Jeffreys, who shows him a piece of paper.


Jeffreys:		Do you know this writing?


John:			It’s my uncle’s, Reuben Huckaback’s.


Jeffreys:		See, he complains of  a nest of outlaws in your area called the 


Doones.  Is this true?


John:			The Doones are a curse on Exmoor.  They rob and murder at 


will.  And no-one in authority lifts a finger to stop them.


Jeffreys:		That’s a grave conclusion!


John:			The Doones murdered my father.  No-one was ever held 


accountable.


Jeffreys:		What is Baron de Whichehalse about?  Why doesn’t he hang 


them all or send them to me to do it for him?


John:			Perhaps he’s afraid?


Jeffreys:		Perhaps he’s corrupt?


John:			The Doones are formidable enemies, my Lord.  And they’re of 


ancient and noble birth.


Jeffreys:		Well you see where Lord Russell’s noble birth led him.  Trust 


me.  The quickest way to the block is to be a chip of an old one!


Jeffreys sits down, takes off his wig and scratches his head.


Jeffreys:		You know that the King is ill?


John:			No, my Lord.


Jeffreys:		And when he dies, as dying must one day, there are those who 


will say that his brother, James, is not fit to succeed him.


John:			Why?


Jeffreys:		Because he is a Catholic, and many would prefer to see the 


King’s bastard son, the Protestant Duke of Monmouth on the throne?  Perhaps you are one of them?


John:			I am a faithful servant of the rightful King, my Lord.	


Jeffreys:		Oh what a careful answer!  See the West Country is a 


stronghold of the Protestant faith.  That’s where Monmouth will look for support.  Perhaps he may find it amongst these Doones?


John:			Monmouth would do well to have them on his side.


Jeffreys:		My own thoughts exactly!  Tell Reuben Huckaback I will


			attend to his petition.  See, there is treason in the air, John.


			Keep clear of it if you have any sense.





Scene 30 - Outside Judge Jeffreys’ Office in London


John and Stickles walk away from Jeffreys’ office.


John:			Well.  This is goodbye then.


Stickles:		Not for long!  God knows what you said to Jeffreys.  He’s 


			sending me down to raise a local militia against the Doones.


			They won’t stand a chance…


John and Stickles walk outside where a servant is waiting with John’s horse.


John:			(( servant) Here you go.


John gives the servant money and takes his horse.


Servant:		Thank you.


Stickles:		… not against a professional army.


John gets on his horse.


John:			When will you attack them?


Stickles;		Soon!  You’ll be hearing from me.


John and Stickles shake hands.


Stickles:		Now for God’s sake, go home!


John rides off.





Scene 31 - Field at Ridd Farm


John’s horse gallops towards the farmhouse, where Annie, Lizzie and Sarah run to meet John.


John:			Mother!


Sarah:			(in distance) John!


Lizzie:			(in distance) He’s weedy!  Feed him fat, Mother!


Annie, Lizzie and Sarah meet John.


Annie:			What’d you get us from London then?


John:			Huh!


Annie:			I missed you!


John gets off his horse and hugs Annie as they walk towards the house.





Scene 32 - Waterfall in the Doone Valley


John walks through the shallow water at the bottom of the waterfall, looking for Lorna.  He goes through the forest to her shelter, pauses, then continues to the village, hiding behind trees, so he can’t be seen.  John sees Lorna crossing a bridge nearby.


John:			Lorna!


Lorna looks around and John ducks behind a tree when a Doone woman also walking across the bridge looks around and nearly sees him.  Lorna, looking around, sees John signalling to her.  She walks off from the bridge, towards the tress, then runs to John.


Lorna:			Oh John!


John and Lorna embrace fondly.


Lorna:			I thought you were never coming back!


John:			Forgive me.  I’m sorry.


Lorna:			Where have you been?


John:			There was nothing I could do.  I swear to you.


John gets his father’s ring out of his pocket.


John:			This ring is my promise I’ll never leave you alone again.


John puts the ring on Lorna’s wedding finger.


John:			It belonged to my father.


Lorna takes the ring off.


Lorna:			I’ll keep it safe.  Until the day I can wear it openly.


John:			Then you can wear it now!


Lorna:			What do you mean?


John:			You’re coming back with me!


John tries to drag Lorna away.


Lorna:			I’m not going anywhere!


Lorna pulls John back down.


John:			Lorna.  You don’t know how dangerous it is here now!


Lorna:			Ensor is sick.  He needs me.  Did you really think I’d just


			abandon him?


John:			No.  No.  Of course not.


John and Lorna kiss.


John:			I love you.


Lorna:			I know.


John:			How can we ever be together?


Lorna kisses John’s head, looks around and leaves John.





Scene 33 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


There is an outside party, with the Ridd family and their friends sitting and eating at tables outside.


Tom:			The evenings are drawing in now.  I love this time of year, 


			don’t you, Sarah?


Lizzie:			(( John) What’s it like then, London?


John:			Big!  Dirty!  Smelly!


Tom:			Did you see the King?


John:			No.


Lizzie:			What’s the point in going all the way to London if you don’t


			see the King?


Tom:			Next time, aye?


Reuben approaches them.


Sarah:			There won’t be a next time if I can help it.  London’s not for the


			likes of us.  Come here, John.


Sarah reaches across the table and kisses John.


Reuben:		Didn’t I tell you Judge Jeffreys was a great man?


John:			He’s too great for my taste, Uncle.


Reuben:		Too great for the Doones, too.


Reuben moves, revealing Ruth who smiles at John, who smiles back at her.





Scene 34 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


It’s night and Tom and John are walking towards the dancers.


Tom:			I’ve been thinking about it for a while now.  I’m going to give up


			the highway life.  From now on, I’m going to be a respectable


			yeoman farmer.


John laughs at the suggestion.


John:			You?!?  You’d die of boredom!


Tom:			Not at all!  I’m looking forward to a nice bit of peace and quiet


Tom joins in the dancing, talking and dancing with Annie.


John walks over and sits down next to Ruth, who is watching the dancing, and clears his throat.


John:			Seems as though neither of us has a partner, Miss Huckaback.


Ruth:			Please.  Cal me Ruth.


John:			Would you like to dance Ruth?


Ruth:			I’m afraid I’m your last resort.


John gets up and offers Ruth his hand.


John:			There’s no-one here I’d rather dance with.


Ruth gets up, takes John’s hand and they join in the dancing.





Scene 35 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


The party is still going on and it’s later on in the night.  Music is heard in the background as John messes around with Betty.


Annie:			(in distance) Get off!


John walks away from the house and the party to where he heard Annie.  He finds her leaning against a wagon full of hay, turning herself on, with Tom, who is stroking her hair.


John:			Annie?  Take your hands off her!


John pulls Tom away.


Annie:			John!


John:			Annie isn’t one of your barmaids to be seduced and then


			abandoned the next day…


Tom:			You don’t understand!  Annie and I want to be married!


John:			(( Annie) He’s a thief!  He’s a common highwayman!


Tom:			Highwayman - maybe.  Common - no!


Annie:			Tom!  Go wait at the farm.  I’ll be there soon.


Tom walks away, towards the house.


John:			You’re mad!  You know what kind of man he is!


Annie:			You can’t stop me having who I want!


John:			You know I like Tom.  But he’s unsuitable!


Annie:			More unsuitable than Lorna Doone?  I don’t need lessons from 


			you on who to love!








Scene 36 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


A topless John is unloading hay from the wagon, when Gwenny comes running up to him.


John:			Gwenny!


Gwenny:		John!  You must come with me now!


John:			Come here!


John takes Gwenny into the barn so she is not seen.


Gwenny:		You must come with me.


John:			What is it?


Gwenny:		Sir Ensor Doone wants to see you.





Scene 37 - Doone House


The back of Ensor’s head is seen first but then zooms out as John is brought into the hall, followed by Gwenny.  Lorna is at Ensor’s side, sitting down.  John walks over to a seated Ensor.


Ensor:			My granddaughter has told me of your nonsense.  You must


			forget it!  You know it can never be a match between you.


John:			We love each other.


Ensor:			That is of no consequence.  Do you know how far this girl is


			above you?


John:			I know she’s of a noble family.


Ensor:			And what is your fine lineage?


John:			I’m descended from honourable working men.


Ensor:			Farmers!


John:			The Ridds have been honest for twice as long as the Doones 


			have been rogues!


Ensor:			If it were not for my granddaughter’s pleadage, you would be


			dead already.  Lorna Doone has a future before her you cannot


			even begin to understand.  A future I have planned for her since


			childhood.  Now, pledge to me that you will give her up.


John:			As long as Lorna wants me, I will not abandon her.


John reaches out his hand to Lorna, who stands up, takes it and goes and stands next to him.


Ensor:			Do you know she’s betrothed to another?


Lorna:			Against my will!  I will never accept Carver!  Grandfather, never!


The front doors burst open and Carver marches in and goes up to John.


Carver:			What is this man doing here?!?


Ensor:			This does not concern you!


Carver:			Everything that happens her now concerns me!


Ensor:			I am not dead yet!  Now get out!


Carver looks at Lorna on John’s arm and quietly leaves, as Ensor sits down by the fire.


Ensor:			(( Lorna) Will you obey me or not?


Lorna shakes her head.


Ensor:			But to…to force you to marry Carver here and now!


Lorna leaves John and kneels on the floor next to Ensor, who strokes her hair.


Ensor:			For thirty years, I’ve had only one dream.  To see my family


			great again.  And now this girl takes it in her hand..


Ensor squeezes Lorna’s hand.


Ensor:			… and crumbles it into dust infront of me.  (( John) You see


			how love makes a man weak?


Lorna:			In my eyes, you have never been stronger.


Ensor:			(( John) You’ll leave us now, no harm will come to you.


John:			Your…your blessing for our marriage will make Lorna’s 


			happiness complete.


Ensor:			My blessing means nothing any more.  You’ve brought your 


			fate on your own heads.  Fools you are and fools you must 


stay.


Ensor begins to cry.


John begins to leave but looks at Lorna who has her head rested on Ensor’s hands.


Lorna:			(( Ensor) I’m sorry.


John goes to the doors and is approached by Gwenny, who blindfolds him.


Gwenny:		She’s safe until the old man dies.  Keep a watch on the dead


			tree by the Doonegate.  There are three old rooks’ nests in the 


			top branches.  When you see only two, come at once.


Gwenny leads John out of the door and he is collected by a Doone man, who helps him down the steps and across a small stream, where he is collected by Carver, who grabs John.


Carver:			It is a rude guest who leaves without introducing himself!


John:			I’m John Ridd.


Carver:			Carver Doone.


John:			I know who you are.  Sir Ensor’s granted me safe passage.


Carver:			Go on then!


Carver pushes John forward, who blindfolded, stumbles.  Carver walks behind John and kicks John’s leg, causing him to fall flat on the ground.  Carver leans over John.


Carver:			Be careful, John Ridd.  The path is treacherous.


Carver pulls John to his feet and removes the blindfold.


Carver:			If I see you here again, I’ll blow your brains out!


Carver pushes John forward, who turns around and looks at Carver, and then walks off.


John, walking away, looks up and sees the three rooks’ nests in the tress.





Scene 38 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


John walks into the kitchen to see Sarah shouting at Tom and Annie.


Sarah:			I won’t have it.  You’re a thief!


Tom:			A reformed thief!


John:			Hey.  Hey.  What’s going on?


Lizzie:			Mother says Annie can’t marry Tom.


Sarah:			A respectable girl marry a highwayman?


Annie:			He’s good and kind!


Sarah:			Still hang him just the same!  Tell he you forbid it, John.  John?


John:			I can’t.  I’m in no position to condemn Annie’s choice.


Sarah:			Why not?


John:			Because I’m betrothed to Lorna Doone.


Sarah:			Lorna Doone?!?  You want to marry a Doone?


Sarah goes to strike John but stops herself, and puts her hand over her mouth and begins to cry.


John:			Mother.  I wanted to tell you before, but I didn’t know how.  I 


			know it seems impossible, but when you know her…when you


			know her, you’ll love her as I do.


Sarah:			You presume a good deal.


Sarah pushes John away and sits down in a chair.


Sarah:			(( Annie) And you?


Annie:			I won’t be happy with anyone but Tom.  And John must have 


			Lorna.  We can’t help who we love.


Annie and John go up to Sarah.  Annie hugs her whilst John holds her hand.


Sarah:			I can’t stop you.


Lizzie walks up to John and slaps his face.


Lizzie:			How can you even think about marrying one of our father’s


			murderers?


John:			She isn’t like them.


Lizzie:			They’re all the same.


Lizzie storms out of the kitchen.





Scene 39 - Bedroom in the Doone House


Lorna walks up to a dying Ensor in his bed, carrying a bowl of water.  she sits down next to him on the bed and pats his face with a damp cloth.  Ensor grabs her hand.


Ensor:			You don’t know what you are!


Lorna:			I’m Lorna Doone.  Your granddaughter.


Ensor:			You don’t know!


Ensor attempts to reach for a box behind him.  Lorna puts the bowl down, reaches for the box, opens it and takes out the necklace.


Ensor:			Take it.  It belonged to your mother.  Forgive me, please.


Lorna:			(shaking her head) Grandfather?


Ensor:			Say it!


Lorna:			I forgive you.


Ensor lets out a relieved sigh and Lorna takes Ensor’s hand and squeezes it.





Scene 40 - Ridd Farm


Annie and John are looking and holding a sheep when they hear horses approaching.  John releases the sheep, which runs away.


John:			It’s Captain Stickles!  Come on!


John greets Stickles, who is followed by a few soldiers on horseback, including Sergeant Bloxham.


John:			With the militia.


Annie:			What militia?


Stickles:		This is it!  The authorities in Devon say the Doone Valley’s 


nothing to do with them because it’s in Somerset and those in Somerset say they won’t come cos they swear it’s in Devon!  At this rate it’ll take me a month to raise a hundred men!  Am I too late for breakfast?


Stickles shakes John’s hand.


Stickles:		(quietly ( John) How are you John?


Annie:			Of course not.  It’s on the stove!


Stickles:		Good.


Annie goes to the house and Stickles follows while the soldiers sort out their horses.





Scene 41 - Doone House


Counsellor Doone walks onto the balcony from the upstairs bedroom, overlooking many Doone men.


Counsellor:		Sir Ensor Doone…is dead.  Does anyone challenge Carver 


			Doone’s right to be our Lord?


The Doone men silently shake their heads.


The main doors open and Carver walks into the hall, with the Doone men muttering “My Lord” and bowing when he walks past them.  When he reaches the fireplace, Carver turns around and leans on Ensor’s chair.


Carver:			We will give Sir Ensor the funeral a great warrior deserves.








Scene 42 - Outside the Doone Valley


John climbs down the hill, stops and sees the two rooks’ nests in the trees, turns around and climbs back up the hill.


( John climbing the rocks to get into the Doone Valley, looking down at the steep drop and going in the secret way, through the rocks behind the waterfall.


( village in the Doone Valley - a man is climbing down from the look-out tower and joins some others walking towards the Doone House.  John appears and hides behind a tree.  He follows the Doones in a ditch, out of sight.  Men and women walk towards the house, including Marwood de Whichehalse, who looks around, at which point John ducks down.  John, holding a small gun, climbs under a wooden crate close to the Doone House entrance, where people are gathered.  Marwood de Whichehalse walks up the step.  Carver and counsellor are at the top of the steps infront of the main doors, looking at Ensor’s covered body, as Marwood de Whichehalse looks at them and walks past them into the house, as Carver touches Ensor’s covered face.


( Marwood de Whichehalse enters the Doone House.


Marwood:		Good evening, my Lady.


Marwood de Whichehalse bows at the table where Gwenny and Lorna are seated at the end, being guarded by Charley, who is drinking and eating at the middle of the table.


Marwood de Whichehalse gives a little laugh.


Marwood:		You should be happy.  It’s your wedding day tomorrow(!)


( Carver walking down the steps, followed by people carrying Ensor’s body.  John watches everyone follow Carver from the crate.


(inside the Doone House, where Charley is leaning over Lorna.


Charley Doone:	I wouldn’t mind being in Carver’s shoes.  Still, perhaps he’d be 


			willing to share you a little…


Charley grabs Lorna’s face.


Charley:		…when he grows tired of you.


Lorna tries to pull away but Charley pulls her back but her eyes are fixed on the window in which Marwood de Whichehalse is sitting infront of.  As a figure runs past it, Marwood de Whichehalse looks out.


Lorna:			You disgust me!


Lorna looks at Gwenny, then back at the window, prompting Marwood de  Whichehalse to stand up and look out of the window.


( outside where Carver is leading a procession with people carrying lighted torches to a wooden structure.  He watches as four men place Ensor’s body on the platform and the men with torches circle the platform, which has logs stacked around it.  Someone hands Carver a torch, which he throws onto the logs, which prompts the other men to throw their torches onto it.  Carver watches Ensor’s body burning.


( inside the Doone House where Marwood de Whichehalse is up to the window looking out, when John runs up outside and punches him through the wooden frame.  John then lifts himself up and kicks through the wood, falling into the room where he pounces on Marwood de Whichehalse.


Lorna:			John!


Lorna tries to stand up but is held down by Charley who draws a gun on her, aiming it at her head.  John doesn’t see this and so continues punching Marwood de Whichehalse in the face, while Lorna stands up, with the gun still pointed at her head.  John is on top of Marwood de Whichehalse, punching him, when Charley’s gun goes into the back of his neck.


Charley:		Get up!


John stands up and turns around, with the gun still aimed at his face.  John sees Gwenny come up behind Charley, after grabbing a wooden pole from by the fireplace.  John makes eye gestures to Charley who looks around.  John lifts the gun towards the ceiling, which then goes off, and then Gwenny hits Charley in the face with the stick.


( Carver looking back at the house from the fire, unaware of John’s presence.


( Doone House when Gwenny closes a chest as John and Lorna embrace.


Lorna:			Oh John!


John draws his gun out and throws a bag out of the broken window and helps Lorna then Gwenny through the window, and then off a platform, with the fire in the background.  John and Lorna hold hands as they run away, followed closely by Gwenny.  Lorna stops to look at the fire.


John:			Lorna!  Come on!


John runs back to grab Lorna’s hand and they run off.


( Doone House where Charley appears on the steps.


Charley:		Carver!


Carver turns around towards the shouts.


Charley:		Carver!


Charley gestures for Carver to come to the house, which Carver receives and he runs towards the house.


( John, Lorna and Gwenny riding away across the Doone Valley.


( Carver bursting through the doors to the Doone House, sees a beaten Marwood de Whichehalse pull himself up off the ground, and sees Lorna gone.  Carver moves towards Charley, looking very angry.


Carver:			All you had to do was keep her locked up for ONE NIGHT!


Charley:		We were surprised.  There was half a dozen of them!


Carver:			HOW MANY?!?


Carver draws his gun on Marwood de Whichehalse.


Marwood:		One.  The Farmer.  John Ridd.


Carver turns around and shoots Charley in the stomach who falls down dead on the floor.


( Lorna, John and Gwenny reaching the Ridd Farm.


Sarah and Tom run out of the house to meet the.  Tom helps Gwenny while John helps Lorna off her horse and takes her hand and guides her towards Sarah.


John:			This is Lorna Doone.


Sarah:			You’re so young!  You are welcome in my house, Lorna.


Sarah leads Lorna inside, with Gwenny carrying the bag following them.  Tom goes up to John.


John:			They’ll know she’s gone by now.  We don’t have much time.  


			Thank God Stickles is here.


( Doone House where Carver is threatening Marwood de Whichehalse.


Carver:			If you weren’t the Baron’s son, you wouldn’t be getting a 


			second chance!


Marwood:		What are you planning to do?


Carver:			Take back what belongs to me.


Carver leaves a whimpering Marwood de Whichehalse.





Scene 43 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


Sarah, John and Gwenny move the table across the kitchen window.


Sarah:			Mind yourself.


John Fry:		Never thought I’d drop eyes on a real live Doone in this house!


Betty hands John Fry a gun.


Betty:			You’ll be seeing a few more of them before you’re much older.


Tom comes into the kitchen, cleaning his gun, and goes up to Lorna.


Tom:			Tom Faggus, at your service, my Lady.  If I’m going to die, I


			couldn’t wish for a more beautiful cause!


Lizzie:			(( John behind Lorna) What would Father think if you’re putting


			our lives at risk to save one of his murderers?


Lizzie stares at Lorna.


John:			She had nothing to do with that!


Lizzie:			She’s a Doone!  They’re all the same!


John puts his gun down and drags Lizzie out of the room.


John:			She’s not like them!


Lizzie:			Think about it.  She had no way out of marrying a man she 


			hated until you came along!  Annie told me everything.


John huffs and looks away as Annie walks past, looks at them and then walks away.


Lizzie:			John Ridd, the gullible farmer’s boy!  Once you’ve served your 


			purpose, she’ll drop you and move on, without a backward 


			glance.  Oh, she’s a Doone alright!


John walks out on Lizzie, goes outside, and walks past John Fry who is admiring his gun.


John Fry:		This will blow someone to kingdom come!


John:			Probably you!


Stickles:		(( soldiers) … through that window and don’t fire until you hear


			my word!


( inside the house where Lizzie takes her father’s gun off the wall and walks over to Sergeant Bloxham.


Lizzie:			Do you want me to help you with this, Sergeant Bloxham?


Sergeant Bloxham:	Perhaps you should try this one.


Bloxham swaps his gun for Lizzie’s and instructs Lizzie how to hold a gun.


Bloxham:		First hold the stock tightly up into your shoulder, then pull the


			trigger very gently.


John walks into the room, past Lizzie and Bloxham, where Lorna goes over to him.


Lorna:			If anything happens to anyone, it’ll be my fault!  I should never 


			have come here.


John:			This is where you belong.  It has to be faced, sooner or later.  


			It’s the only way you’ll ever be free!


John kisses Lorna, picks up his guns and walks away.


( Lizzie breaks the glass window and sticks her gun out of it, with Bloxham looking at her with astonishment.  He smiles at her and then cocks his gun.


( John Fry waiting anxiously.


( inside the barn where Tom, Stickles and John are armed with guns, waiting in a line.


( Doones riding towards the farm with torches.


( John aiming his gun through a barn window and sees Doones come into the farmyard.  Marwood de Whichehalse runs towards Carver, who gets off his horse.


( John watching the Doones from the barn.


John:			There’s Carver.


( Carver walking towards his men.


Carver:			If any man touches Lorna, I will stab him where he stands.  


			Take the other women if you want them.


( inside the barn


John:			Let’s go.


Stickles:		Wait!  Wait for it!


( Carver in the farm yard, addressing the Doones.


Carver:			Kill every man and child and burn the damn place to the 


			ground.  Go on.  Do it!


Stickles shouts and shots are fired from within the barn.  The Doones retaliate and start firing, including through the kitchen window, near Lizzie and Bloxham, making Lizzie scream.


The Doone men run towards the house firing, while Carver stands back, directing them.  a Doone man picks up a torch off the ground, preparing to throw it at the thatched barn roof.


John:			(in barn) There’s that one over there!


The man is shot by John from inside the barn.


Another man throws a torch on the barn roof, that quickly catches on fire.


John:			Watch that window!





*End Credits*





�
Previously on Lorna Doone


( market place - people screaming and animals charging, nearly trampling Young John Ridd


Young John Ridd:	Father!


Jack Ridd:		John!


( Jack carrying Young John to safety


Jack: 			Are you alright?


Young John:		Yes!


Jack:			Inside!  Quick!


( Jack surrounded by Doones and a shot is fired


Young John:		Father!


( Jack dying in Young John’s arms and Carver pointing the gun at him


(Young John firing gun


Sarah Ridd:		What will you do?


Young John:		Kill the Doones that murdered my father!


( Uncle Reuben Huckaback beaten and helped off horse


Tom Faggus:		Who did this to you?


John Ridd:		Was it the Doones?


( Uncle Reuben at Baron de Whichehalse’s House


Reuben Huckaback:	Did the fog give me these bruises then?!?


Baron de Whichehalse: You have no evidence, Master Huckaback.


( John chasing Lorna Doone for the first time as adults


Lorna Doone:		If you lay a finger on me you’ll regret it!


John:			Don’t you know me Lorna?


John:			Why would I ever hate you?


Lorna:			Because I’m a Doone!


( Sir Ensor Doone holding the necklace at the table


Sir Ensor Doone:	Only on your marriage to Lorna, will my family be able to 


			reclaim its inheritance.


Carver Doone:		This is my inheritance!


( John and Lorna kissing infront of the waterfall in the Doone Valley


(Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


John:			When must we leave?


Jeremy Stickles:	Tomorrow morning. 


Stickles:		Well Judge Jeffreys isn’t a man to be kept waiting.


( Judge Jeffreys’ office, with John and Jeffreys watching the beheading out of the window.


Judge Jeffreys:	See there is treason in the air, John.


( John looking at his father’s ring


Carver:			Ensor will not live much longer.


( Carver threatening Lorna in the forest - Carver grabbing Lorna’s neck


Carver:			We will be married the day after his death.


( John giving the ring to Lorna


John:			This is my promise I’ll never leave you alone again.


( Inside the Doone House where Counsellor Doone is on the balcony, addressing the Doone men.


Counsellor Doone:	Sir Ensor Doone is dead.


( Carver walking into the Doone House, past Doone men.


Counsellor:		Does anyone challenge Carver Doone’s right to be our Lord?


( John punching Marwood de Whichehalse through the window and bursting in through the window


( John, Lorna and Gwenny Fairfax running away from the Doone House


( Carver pointing his gun at Marwood de Whichehalse


Carver:			HOW MANY?!?


Marwood de Whichehalse: One.  The farmer.  John Ridd.


( John, Lorna and Gwenny riding away


( Sarah meeting Lorna for the first time outside the Ridd Farm House’s gate


Sarah:			You are welcome in my house, Lorna.


( Carver threatening Marwood de Whichehalse


Marwood:		What are you going to do?


Carver:			Take back what belongs to me.	


Scene 1 - Ridd Farm


*Credits over the beginning of the scene*


Jeremy Stickles and John Ridd wait in the barn.


( Doones riding towards the Ridd farm with torches.


( John aiming his gun through the barn window as the Doones approach the farmyard.


( Marwood de Whichehalse running towards Carver Doone, who gets off his horse.


( inside the barn.


John Ridd:		There’s Carver.


John runs over to Stickles.


John:			Let’s get them!


Jeremy Stickles:	Wait!  Wait for it!


( Carver talking to his men.


Carver Doone:		Kill every man and child and burn the damn place to the 


			ground.  Go on.  Do it!


( Doones on the horses shouting and riding nearer the barn and farmhouse.


( John and Stickles in the barn.


John:			Come on, Stickles!


Stickles:		Wait for it.  Wait for it.


Stickles brings his gun up to a hole in the barn wall.


Stickles:		FIRE!


Stickles fires a shot at a man on his horse, which buckles up, causing the man to fall off.  Stickles then shoots another man.


( Tom Faggus in the barn fires a shot at another man on a horse.


( Doone men firing at the barn and at the house, directed by Carver.


( Lizzie Ridd squealing and ducking, along with Sergeant Bloxham.


( Doone men running up to the house.


( Lizzie and Bloxham firing through the window and then moving away.


Sergeant Bloxham:	Not bad for a woman.


Lizzie swaps her gun for Bloxham’s.


Bloxham:		Better than most men infact!


Bloxham and Lizzie both fir through the window.


( Outside the barn, a Doone man fires and goes to pick up a torch, but is seen by John, who shoots him.


( inside the barn, Stickles loads his gun.


( outside the barn, another Doone man picks up a torch and throws it onto the barn’s roof, which quickly catches on fire.


( Tom runs out of the barn, strikes a man with his sword, making the man’s gun off.


( Carver walking through the chaos.


Carver:			John Ridd!  Show yourself, you coward!


( Inside the barn.


Stickles:		Ready John?


( Carver pointing his gun at a soldier’s head.


( Tom stabbing a man with his sword.


( Carver pistol-whipping the soldier.


--. Inside the barn, where Stickles and John are ready to go out.


Stickles:		One!  Two!


Stickles kicks the barn door open.


Stickles:		Three!


John and Stickles come out of the barn firing and John lunges at a Doone man with his gun.


( inside the farmhouse, shots come through the window.  Lizzie goes to return the shot as Bloxham reloads his gun.  Sarah Ridd, Annie Ridd, Gwenny Fairfax, Betty Muxworthy and Lorna Doone are hiding behind the overturned table, and they squeal when a shot into the kitchen is fired.


( in the farmyard, John and Stickles fight with their guns and with their swords.  John knocks a man out with his gun and aims it at Carver who is running towards the house, brandishing a gun and a sword.


John:			CARVER!


John sees a Doone man shoot Stickles in the shoulder and shoots the man.  He drops the gun and picks up a pitch fork.


( Carver shooting a soldier.


( John stabbing a Doone man in the leg with the pitch fork.


( Carver putting his sword away.


( John pulling Stickles into the barn.


( Inside the farmhouse, John Fry tries to close the door but Marwood de Whichehalse bursts through it.


Marwood de Whichehalse: Get out of my way!


Marwood de Whichehalse runs towards Lizzie who holds her gun up to him.


John Fry:		Lizzie!  Move!


Lizzie:			Aah!


Marwood de Whichehalse pushes her gun down and pushes Lizzie to the floor.


Marwood:		Get out of the way!


More Doones come into the house.  John Fry has one Doone man in a headlock.  Lizzie sees Marwood de Whichehalse punching Bloxham and sees Annie trying to pull him away by pulling his hair.


Marwood:		Get off!


Marwood de Whichehalse pushes Annie away.


Lizzie:			Annie!


Marwood de Whichehalse kicks Bloxham to the floor.


Lizzie:			Sergeant Bloxham!


Annie lunges at Marwood de Whichehalse, who grabs her by the wrists, trying to pull her away.


Sarah Ridd:		Annie!


Marwood:		Come with me!


Annie Ridd:		Get off me!


Lizzie takes a gun from Bloxham’s belt.


Marwood:		Come!  I said come here!


Tom comes into the kitchen, behind Annie and Marwood de Whichehalse, holding a sword.


Tom Faggus:		Get off her!


Marwood de Whichehalse lest Annie go, who runs to Sarah.  As Tom is fighting Marwood de Whichehalse, Lizzie points the gun at both of him.  Another Doone man comes through the door.


Doone Man:		(( Marwood) Come on!  Let’s get out of here!


Marwood de Whichehalse pushes Sarah into Tom after being punched by Tom to her.  The Doone man gets out his sword and Lizzie shoots him in the hand.  Marwood de Whichehalse leaves and Tom goes to go after him, but is held back by Sarah and Annie.


Sarah:			Tom!


Annie:			Leave ‘em!


Lorna sees the shot Doone man going towards a frightened Lizzie.


Lorna Doone:		(( Gwenny) Give me that gun!


Lorna runs behind the Doone man and hits him on the head with the gun, and helps Lizzie up.


John:			(outside) Carver!


Lorna goes to the window to look out.


Carver:			(outside) Where is she, Ridd?!?


( in the farmyard, John and Carver are fighting.  John gets he gun out of Carver’s hand and they rumble on the floor.  John grabs the gun, and standing up, aims it at a standing Carver, who backs off.


Lorna:			John!  No!


Lorna comes running out of the house over to John and Carver.


Lorna:			No John!  Stop!


Lorna tries to pull John’s arm down but it forces it back up.


Lorna:			Leave him!


Lorna pushes his arm down and Carver runs away as John is held back by Lorna.


Lorna:			No!


John:			Get off me!


John runs towards the burning barn after struggling away from Lorna.








Scene 2 - Bedroom in the Ridd Farm House


Ruth Huckaback is tending to an injured Stickles, as John looks in.  Stickles stirs and wakes up.


Stickles:		Am I going to die?


John:			Not yet!  You have Miss Huckaback to thank for that!


Ruth Huckaback:	It was a clean wound, Captain Stickles.  There’s no infection.


Ruth pours him a drink from a jug on the bedside table.


Ruth:			Drink this. It’ll help you sleep.


Ruth helps Stickles drink from the cup.





Scene 3 - Outside the Barn in the Ridd Farm


Tom is on the ladder, passing down beams from the burnt barn roof to John who is standing on the floor behind him, who throws them on a pile.


Tom:			John!  John!  here you go!


Lorna approaches them.


Lorna:			I’m sorry John.


John:			It’s only a barn.  We can built it again.


John taps Tom’s feet who climbs down the ladder, passes the axe to John and then exchanges smiles with Lorna as he leaves.  John goes up the ladders and starts hacking away at the beams.


John:			You should have let me kill him.


Lorna:			If I had let you, you’d be no better than him!  A cold-blooded


			murderer!


John:			Are you sure that’s the only reason?


Lorna:			What do you mean?


John comes down and faces Lorna.


John:			You tell me all you want is to be free of him.  And when the 


chance comes, you stop me.  And I have ask myself ‘why?’  What…what hold does he have over you?


Lorna:			What is it that you’re accusing me of?


John:			There’s something you’re not telling me.


Lorna:			I’ve told you everything.


John:			Have you?  So why does Carver care so much for a woman who


			hates him?


Lorna:			There was a time when I thought I could love him.  He imagines 


			I still have feelings for him.


John:			And do you?


Lorna:			How dare you stand there and ask me that!


John:			Do you love him?!?


Lorna:			If you don’t the answer that by now, then nothing I say will 


make any difference!


Lorna leaves John, who throws the axe down, and crying, runs across the yard to another part of the farm.  She leans against a wall, when a hand comes from behind her, moves her hair away from her shoulders, who then turns her around.  Lorna gasps when she sees it’s Carver, who holds her to him.


Carver;			Come with me!


Lorna shakes her head.


Carver:			If I can’t you, then no-one else will!


Carver pushes Lorna against the wall and backs up, pulling out his gun and aims it at Lorna’s head.


Lorna:			No!  Please!  No!


Carver:			I will never, ever, give you up.


Carver points his gun to the floor and fires, then runs away.


John:			Lorna!


John comes running around the corner and hugs Lorna.


John:			Was it him?  Sssh!  It’s alright.











Scene 4 - Doone Valley


Counsellor Doone walks over the bridge, past injured men, towards Carver, who is holding the hand of one of his injure men, who is being treated.


Counsellor Doone:	Ensor would be ashamed of you.  You made a mistake!


Carver lets go of his hand and walks away, with Counsellor following.


Counsellor:		You underestimated them!


Carver:			It won’t happen again!


Counsellor:		What will you do now?


Carver:			Take twenty men!  Finish the job properly!


Counsellor:		Then you learn nothing!


Carver:			What do you suggest?


Counsellor:		Wait.


Carver:			If we lose Lorna, we lose everything!


Counsellor:		We haven’t lost her yet.


Counsellor leaves Carver as the injured man’s screams get louder.





Scene 5 - Ridd Farm House


Lorna comes of a bedroom and meets Lizzie on the stairs, carrying a pile of clothes.


Lizzie:			You saved my life. I suppose I should thank you.


Lorna:			There’s no need.


Lizzie:			If you weren’t a Doone, I could almost like you.


Lizzie leaves Lorna smiling on the stairs.





Scene 6 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


Everyone is round the kitchen table with Betty and Sarah serving dinner, as Gwenny goes upstairs.  Betty is pouring everyone a drink.


Betty Muxworthy:	Is that alright?


Lorna:			I’ll take it.


Lorna takes the jug off Betty.  John smiles at Lorna, sees she is the necklace and touches it.


John:			That’s beautiful!  I’ve never seen you wearing it before.


Lorna:			It was my mother’s.


Tom:			Have you any idea what’s it worth?


Tom gets out of his chair and goes behind Lorna.


Sarah:			Tom!


Lorna:			In the world’s terms, very little, I think.


Tom:			May I?


Lorna gives Tom a confused look as he takes the necklace off and looks at it.


Lizzie:			Lock the doors someone(!)


Annie:			Quiet, Lizzie!


Tom:			This setting is magnificent.  I’d love to know where this came


			from.


Tom goes towards the candles near the window to have a closer look/


Lorna:			I told you.  It was my mother’s.


Tom:			These are the finest gems I’ve ever seen.  If you sold this for


			a thousand pounds it would be too little.


Everyone stares at Tom.


Tom:			If I took this to London, I could discover its history for certain.


Sarah laughs.


Tom:			What?  Don’t you trust me?


Sarah:			The most notorious highwayman in the West Country?  Course


			we do(!)


Tom:			Reformed highwayman, Sarah.


Tom walks back to the table and hands the necklace to John.


John:			Draw Tom a picture, Lizzie.


Lizzie:			Alright.


John:			You can take that to London!		











Scene 7 - Barn in the Ridd Farm


A smartly dressed Tom kisses Annie.


Tom:			What is it, Annie?


Annie:			Nothing.  Only once you’re on the road again…


Tom:			I might slip back into my old back habits.  Those days are over,


			I swear it.  You are my life now.  I won’t do anything to risk 


			losing that.


Tom kisses Annie.


Tom:			Come on Winnie!


Tom makes a horse noise and leads his horse, Winnie, off.





Scene 8 - Ridd Farm


John is chopping wood with an axe.  He looks up and sees Counsellor riding slowly towards the farm.  Counsellor holds up a white handkerchief and John chops another log.


( inside the farmhouse kitchen, Counsellor addresses Lorna and the Ridds.


Counsellor:		If I had known about this attack I would have stopped it.  it was 


hasty and ill advised and I’m sorry for it.  there should be no 


more bad blood between our families.  It’s time we brought this quarrel to an end.


Sarah:			The quarrel was none of our making.


Counsellor:		Perhaps not.  But we must think of the future now.  won’t you 


kiss your uncle, Lorna.


Lorna looks down.


Counsellor:		I hope you at least agree I have some say in her future.  I am her 


guardian after all!


Counsellor walks towards Lorna.


John:			Guardian?


Counsellor:		As the eldest surviving son of Sir Ensor Doone, why else 


should fill the role but me?


Counsellor goes to touch Lorna’s face, but she flinches away, but he moves her hair to reveal her necklace.


Counsellor:		I stand in place of your father, Lorna, and as such, I am here to 


give my full consent to your marriage with John Ridd.


Sarah comes up to John and Lorna.


Sarah:			Oh John!


Counsellor:		All I ask in return is that you should make your home the Doone 


Valley…


John gives Counsellor a shocked look.


Counsellor:		…where Lorna rightfully belongs.


Sarah:			My son has been brought up an honest man.


Counsellor:		Not the best preparation for life amongst the Doones, I grant 


you.


John:			I’d rather die than your gang of murderers.


Counsellor:		(( Lorna) And you?  What do you say?


Lorna:			I’ll never come back.


Counsellor:		I had hoped for some small gesture of thanks in return for my 


blessing.


Lorna:			I might be grateful…if I didn’t know you better!


Counsellor:		Now you insult me!


Counsellor walks away, with his back to them.


Counsellor:		Well I do not hold it against you.  You are young and impulsive 


like my son, Carver.


Counsellor has a sly look in the corner of his eye.


Counsellor:		There is one more thing you should know.


Counsellor gives a fake sympathetic look.


Counsellor:		It pains me to be the bearer of this news.


Counsellor turns around and faces the Ridds and Lorna.


Counsellor:		There is a secret that binds the two of you together more 


closely than you think.


John:			Go on, Counsellor.


Counsellor:		It is simply this.  Your father killed each other at Porlock.


John sits down.


Lorna:			He’s lying.


Counsellor:		Of course there is no reason why you should let this come 


between you.  I do not presume to ask for your forgiveness for the past, Mistress, but I may at least hope for a better future between us.


Sarah:			I’m sure my family shares that hope.


Counsellor:		It is late, to begin my journey.  In the spirit of our new 


understanding, would it be too much to ask for a bed for the night?


Sarah:			Follow me, Sir.


Sarah leads Counsellor out of the kitchen.


John:			I can still see it as it was yesterday.  They surrounded him.  And 


then there was a shot.  I dunno who from.  I held him in my arms as he died.  He could be telling the truth.


Lorna:			But he isn’t!  The truth means nothing to him.  You don’t know 


Counsellor’s lies and scheming like I do!





Scene 9 - Ridd Farm


Sheep are grazing in the field.


( in the kitchen Sarah is talking to Annie, while John is sitting at the table.


Sarah:			I hardly slept a wink last night, knowing that man was in the 


			house.


Annie:			When did he go?


Sarah:			First light, thank God.


Annie:			Good riddance.


Sarah:			(( John) What ever happened in the past is done with now.


Lorna comes running down the stairs.


Lorna:			It’s gone!  My necklace!  I left it on the table by my bed last 


			night.


John stands up and leans forward angrily on the table.


John:			Counsellor!





Scene 10 - Ridd Farm


Annie and Lorna pick cabbages from the ground and put them into a basket.  Annie stands up and takes the basket to Lizzie who is standing on the other side of a stone wall.


Lizzie:			You finished yet?


Annie:			Cabbage for us and a couple of worms for Captain Stickles!


Lizzie:			Ooh, nice(!)


Annie:			If he ever wakes up that is(!)


They both giggle as they see Stickles fast asleep in a chair in the garden.  Lizzie takes the basket and walks towards the house.  She sees Bloxham fixing the barn with John, who sees her and waves at her.  John noticing this and Lizzie’s smile that she returns to Bloxham, taps him on his thumb with the hammer.


John:			If I didn’t know better, I’d might think you had ideas about my 


			sister, Sergeant.


Bloxham:		No!  I mean to say she’s a lovely girl and … sorry.


John:			Don’t worry.  You can have her.  I’ll even throw in a cow if you 


			like(!)


Tom rides into the yard on Winnie.


Annie:			Tom!


Annie runs up to Tom.


Tom:			Woe Winnie Woe!  Hey!  Love ya!


Tom gets off his horse and hugs Annie.


Annie:			Tom!  It’s been so long!


Tom:			John!  I need to speak to you alone.  In the barn!  Now!


( Tom and John are talking in the barn.


Tom:			I showed this to an old friend of mine.


Tom shows John the picture of Lorna’s necklace.


John:			Some villain or other.


Tom:			A villain perhaps.  But he knows the history of every important 


jewel in England.  He recognised it instantly.  The necklace is even more valuable than I thought.  It belonged to the last Countess of Dougal.


John:			Dougal?


Tom:			Mmm.


John:			So it never rightfully belonged to the Doones?


Tom:			I wish it was that simple.


Tom takes the picture from John.


Tom:			The Countess was heir to Lord Lorne.


Tom does a voice over while the story is shown.


( Countess of Dougal with her son and daughter riding through the forest, in a carriage, with the countess looking through the window.


Tom:			She married and had two children; a boy and a girl.  But her 


husband died of a fever on the continent.  She made her way home with the rest of the family.


( Doones lurking behind trees waiting for the approaching carriage, including Sir Ensor Doone.


Tom:			From Plymouth she set out for the family estate in Scotland.  


			But she never arrived…


The ambush - the Doones block the pathway of carriage and shoot the drivers.  A Doone man goes into the carriage.


Doone Man:		Give me that girl!


Little girl:		Mother!  Help!


The Doone man takes the little girl and snatches the necklace off the Countess’s chest, then fires two shots inside the carriage.


Tom:			The boy was murdered.  The Countess was found alive but died 


of her wounds a few days later.  Though not before a terrible story of slaughter and kidnap had become notorious.


( Doone man running through the forest with the little girl and handing her and the necklace, to Sir Ensor, who is waiting on a horse.


Tom:			She was never seen again.


John:			Lorna!


( John looks out of the barn window with his back to Tom.


Tom:			She’s the rightful heiress to one of the largest fortunes in the 


			land.


Tom lights a cigarette.


Tom:			There was nothing coincidental about the ambush.  Ensor was 


a cousin of Lord Lorne and there was a dispute between them over a bequest of land, so he brought his family to Exmoor and plotted his revenge.  Ensor knew that if one of his family were to marry the only living descendant of Lord Lorne…


John:			You mean Lorna?


Tom:			…he would regain the land that once belonged to him.


John:			So what do we do now?


Tom:			What, we tell her of course.


John:			Tell her what?  Tell her what?!  That the man that she loved as 


her grandfather murdered her mother and brother?  And is she 


really is grand lady, what, she’ll have to go away, won’t she?  She’s happy here!  With us!  Why disturb everything again now?!


Tom:			She has a right to know who she is.





Scene 11 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


John, with Tom watching, tells Lorna, Stickles, Gwenny and the Ridds what Tom discovered in London.


John:			…and Ensor Doone whom Lorna had always thought of as her 


grandfather, had in fact, kidnapped her.  But that’s how it is Lorna.  Ensor stole you from your rightful place.  There was never a word of truth in anything the Doones said.


Lorna:			I told you Counsellor was lying.


Lorna takes John’s hands in her own.


Lorna:			Aren’t you glad?


John:			Of course.  But what about your inheritance?


Lorna:			That means nothing to me.


Sarah:			Perhaps you don’t understand Lorna…I mean my Lady.


Lorna:			Don’t call me that!  I am Lorna.  Just as I was a minute ago.


Lizzie:			In London you would keep company with kings and queens.


Gwenny Fairfax:	Think of that, miss.


Lorna:			Then I won’t go to London!  Aren’t you happy Lizzie?  You can 


love me like a sister now, can’t you?  (( John)  Tell them how ridiculous they’re being.


John:			You don’t understand Lorna.  The Ridds are ordinary people. 


Farmers.


John gets up.


John:			We can’t just pretend this never happened!


Lorna gets up and follows John to the window.


Lorna:			That’s exactly what we’ll do.  For the first time in my life I am 


truly happy.  I am loved for who I am and not for any selfish reasons.  I have the right to live my life in any way I want.  It’s my decision.


Stickles:		No it isn’t.


Everyone turns and faces Stickles.


Stickles:		You don’t know how famous you are!  The lost daughter of the 


Countess of Dougal was made a ward of the Chancellery Court.  The King himself is your legal guardian.  Until you come into your inheritance, your future is not yours to decide.


Lorna:			That can’t be true.


Stickles:		I’m sorry, my Lady, but I have no option than to you back with 


me.


Lorna starts to cry and John pulls her close to him. 





Scene 12 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


Bloxham walks to his horse, followed by Lizzie.  He gets his horse and carries on walking but stops when Lizzie puts her hand on his arm.


Bloxham:		Uhm…You know I’m not much good with words but I …


Lizzie:			You love me and you think we oughta get married when you get


			your commission?


Bloxham:		Well…


Lizzie:			I agree.


Bloxham gives a little-coughy laugh.


Lizzie:			You can kiss me if you like.


Bloxham and Lizzie kiss.


( Stickles walks out of the farm house, followed by Lorna, John and Gwenny, who gets on a horse.  John and Lorna hold hands.


Lorna:			Will you write to me?


John:			Every day.


Lorna:			I promise I’ll come back as soon as I can.


John:			You say that now.  You’re far above me in the world.


Lorna:			I love you.  Wherever I go, whatever happens to me, that will


			never change.


Lorna’s and John’s heads come together.


Lorna:			As long as you still want me, I will be yours.


Lorna and John kiss but are interrupted by Stickles clearing his throat.  Lorna leaves John and gets on her horse, aided by John Fry.


John Fry:		Up you go, mistress.


Sarah and Annie come up behind John as he sees Lorna, Stickles and Gwenny off.





Scene 13 - Ridd Farm House


John is in the kitchen writing a letter to Lorna.


( John is waiting outside the farmhouse.


( John is in the kitchen, writing another letter, which he then screws up, huffing.





Scene 14 - Ridd Farm House


Annie, carrying a small package, meets John at the top of the stairs.  She hands the package to him.


Annie:			John.


John takes the package and quickly opens it, looking at each letter.


John:			Well these…these are my letters!  These are my letters!  She 


			sent them back.





Scene 15 - Doone Valley


Carver and Counsellor are eating and drinking at a table outside, with other Doone men.  Another Doone man leads Baron de Whichehalse and Marwood de Whichehalse, in their full attire, across the bridge behind Carver, and to the table.  The baron sticks up his hand.


Baron de Whichehalse: Counsellor!


Counsellor:		(( Doone men) Leave us.


Doone Man:		Yes sir.


The Doone men leave the table as Baron and Marwood de Whichehalse reach the table.


Baron:			(nods) Counsellor.


Counsellor gestures to Carver who sticks out his left hand, which Baron and Marwood de Whichehalse, in turn, take it and kiss the ring on his middle finger, and then sit down at the table.


Baron:			We need to talk about your attack on the Ridd Farm.


Carver:			Why?


Baron:			With respect, sir, it was disastrous.  I mean unfortunate of 


course.  But my contacts at court warn me that the consequences could be severe.


Carver:			Why would the government care about our business with that 


farmer?


Baron:			You shot Judge Jeffreys’ man.


Carver:			We had no idea he was there.


Baron:			Perhaps not.  But Jeffreys doesn’t know that.


Counsellor:		The Doones have no quarrel with the king.


Baron:			You have it whether you want it or not.  Jeffreys already had his 


suspicions.  After this he’ll be certain you are rebels.  Your only hope now is the Duke of Monmouth. 


Marwood:		The moment Charles dies, Monmouth will land and declare 


himself the rightful king of England.  He will sweep the Catholic traitor James from the throne.


Counsellor:		Suppose Monmouth’s rebellion fails?


Marwood:		It won’t.  He is already strong and with your support, he will be 


stronger.


Baron:			And when he is king, you can be sure he will be generous to 


his allies.  I can guarantee nothing of course.  But I’m sure Monmouth will look kindly on the return of your ancient Scottish lands.


Counsellor:		(( Carver) With Monmouth king, we need no longer depend on 


Lorna for our future.


Carver:			Lorna belongs to me.  And I will have her.


Baron de Whichehalse gives a small laugh.


Baron:			 I think the poor boy’s in love.


Carver grabs Baron de Whichehalse by the neck as he leans over the table, and pulls him down on the table, choking him.


Carver:			Mock me at your peril, old man.  I could snap you like a twig.


Counsellor:		Put him down.


Carver releases Baron de Whichehalse, who then straightens his wig.  Carver stands up from the table and storms off.


Counsellor:		My son has listened to your advice and he will give you his 


			answer - on good time.


Baron and Marwood de Whichehalse leave, both annoyed.





Scene 16 - Kitchen in the Ridd House Farm


John comes down the stairs and sees Annie in her wedding outfit, holding a small bouquet, whilst Sarah, Lizzie and Betty fix her dress.


John:			We better get going before Tom changes his mind!


Annie:			John!


John laughs, picks Annie off the stool and puts her on the floor.


John:			You look beautiful.


John kisses Annie.


John:			(( Sarah) C’mon.


Sarah puts Annie’s hat on and ties the ribbons.


Sarah:			(whispers ( Annie) You look lovely.


Ruth, Betty, Lizzie, Sarah and Annie go through the front door and John closes it behind him.  


( drum beats and door bursts open, with Tom carrying Annie in his arms, with everyone cheering and laughing, and throwing rice and flowers as they come into the house.


( Tom and Annie dancing with the guests.


( John watching the dancers, obviously disappointed and thinking about Lorna.


( guests dancing.


( John watching the dancers as Reuben comes up to him.


Reuben Huckaback:	It’ll be you next boy, hmm?


John:			You need two people to make a marriage, Uncle.


Reuben:		I agree.  There’s someone very close to you, just waiting to be 


			asked.


John:			I wouldn’t call London close!


Reuben:		I’m talking about here.  Under your very nose!


Reuben gestures to Ruth across the room.


Reuben:		She loves you boy.  Any fool can see that.  Now just get over 


there and ask her to dance. Go on.


John looks at Ruth, they smile at each other, and he turns back to Reuben.


John:			Why not?


John walks across the room to where Ruth is standing.


John:			(from across the room) Will you dance Ruth?


Ruth and John dance with everyone else, leaving Reuben looking pleased with himself.





Scene 17 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


John and Ruth are walking away from the house.


John:			You should visit more often, Ruth.  We don’t see you enough.


			You know I…I have a high regard for you.


Ruth:			I thought your regard was reserved for another.


John:			I’m under no obligation to anyone.


Ruth:			I’m talking of love, not obligation.


John:			Whatever you’ve heard’s not true!


Ruth and John sit down on a bench.


John:			Free to love anyone I want.  What about you?  Do you love 


anyone?


Ruth:			There is someone I hold above all others in my affections.


John:			Then he’s a lucky man.  And does he feel the same way about


			you?


Ruth:			He knows nothing of my feelings for him.


John:			Perhaps he knows more than you think.


Ruth:			That’s for him to say.


John and Ruth kiss but John quickly pulls away.


John:			Ruth.  I’m sorry.


John gets up.


John:			Forgive me.


John runs back to the house, leaving Ruth close to tears.





Scene 18 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


Tom and Annie are sitting in a buggy, where Annie hugs John.


Tom:			Come on now.


Sarah:			Come here and give me a kiss.


Sarah gestures for Annie to hug and kiss her.


Tom:			Run away.


Tom whips the reign.


Tom:			Walk on.


John, Lizzie and Betty call after Tom and Annie.


John:			Be assure to take care of my sister!


Lizzie:			Bye Annie!  Take care!


Betty:			Bye Annie!  Bye Tom!


Sarah and John watch the buggy leave the farm.


Sarah:			She might have married a more stable sort!


John:			Well, family life will settle him.


Sarah:			Hmm?


Tom and Annie look back and wave, as Tom calls back.


Tom:			Bye!





Scene 19 - Doone Valley


A drunk Carver is sitting in a chair outside the Doone House.  He puts his goblet on the table where a servant girl pours him another drink.  Counsellor approaches Carver.


Counsellor:		Is this how you think a leader should behave?  Getting drunk at 


all hours of the day?!?


Carver:			Go away.


Counsellor:		You have responsibilities.  It’s time you started taking them 


seriously.


Carver:			Don’t talk to me about her!


Counsellor:		It’s time to let go.


Counsellor grabs the servant girl by the neck and pushes her in Carver’s face.


Counsellor:		Take another woman if you want one so badly!


Carver looks flatly at the servant girl.


Carver:			Leave me alone.  Both of you.


Counsellor pushes the servant girl away from Carver, who runs off.  Counsellor pushes the jug off the table and leans right over Carver, almost whispering.


Counsellor:		Put your mind to it, you can achieve anything.  You have 


greatness in your.  Your men would walk through fire for you!  Don’t let them down.


Carver:			What is it you want, Father?


Counsellor:		We must pledge our alliance to Monmouth before it’s too late.  


We can go home to our lands in glory.  Or we can stay here.  And rot!  That is your choice?


Carver looks down and nods in agreement.





Scene 20 - Inside the Village Church


Congregation are singing a hymn “..Beneath the shadow of thy throne.  Thy saints have dwelled…”


John Fry bursts into the church.


John Fry:		King Charles is dead!  Poisoned by the papists!


Congregation gasps.


John Fry:		But Monmouth has landed at Lyme Regis to claim the throne 


and every man in Dorset and Somerset is joining his army!


All:			Hooray.


John:			Who said King Charles was poisoned?


John Fry:		(stuttering) Well…well I heard it in a tavern.  From a man…who 


knows a cousin…of the Queen’s chambermaid!  He said that Monmouth has won great battles in Axminister and Bridgeport and marches on London within the week.  Down with James and the popery!


Congregation outburst as John gets up from his pew and silence falls.


John:			Don’t be such damn fools!  If you have any sense you’ll stay 


out of it.


Sam:			I never took you for a papist before, John Ridd.


John:			Even if I was, my religion is my own affair!  As it should be 


every man’s!


Sam:			A Protestant King for a Protestant country!


All:			Hear Hear!


John:			Why should we care who sits on the throne?  What do they 


have to do with us?  Does the King harvest your crops, Sam?  Or milk your cows?  Does he bring in the sheep from the moors in bad weather?  Let the rich and the powerful fight their battles, if they must, but leave us out of it!


Man:			Yes John!


Congregation agrees.


John:			The Doones are pledged to support Monmouth.  Is that the kind 


of company you want to keep?  (( Sam) Many men will die in this adventure.  (( all) But none from this parish if I can help it!


John opens the church door, looking at John Fry.


John:			Go!  GO ON!  If you really want to.


John slams the church door shut.





Scene 21 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


John takes an apple from the bowl in the kitchen and sees a heavily pregnant Annie come through the door, crying.


John:			Annie?  What is it?  What’s the matter?


Annie:			It’s Tom!  He’s gone off with Monmouth and the rebels.  You


			have to go after him!


Annie:			(voice-over) He’s been drinking more and more.


( Annie and John in the kitchen, joined by Sarah and Lizzie who pours Annie a drink.  She brings it over to her, where she is sitting in a chair by the fire.


Annie:			Talking about the old days, when he was a highwayman.


Lizzie gives Annie the drink.


Lizzie:			Her Annie, drink this.


Annie:			I could see he was getting bored.


John:			Why Monmouth?


Annie:			I think he’d of joined up with the Turkish army if they had been 


passing by(!)


Sarah:			I was always scared he’d come to no good one day…


Annie:			Don’t say anything against him, Mother!  I won’t hear it!  My 


			baby can’t be fatherless before it’s born.  Bring him back to me, 


			John.  Please?





Scene 22 - Outside the Ridd Farm House


John leads his horse out of the barn, with Sarah following close behind.


Sarah:			You don’t have to do this!


Sarah grabs hold of John.


Sarah:			Why should you risk your life for him?


John:			Because he’d do the same for me.


Sarah hits John on his shoulders with both fits.  They hug and Sarah begins to cry.  John goes to get on his horse but turns around to Sarah.


John:			If I don’t come back…


Sarah:			You?


John:			..tell Lorna…doesn’t matter.


John gets on his horse and Sarah holds his hand then pats him on his knee as the horse walks away.





Scene 23 - Countryside


John rides across the countryside, towards the sounds of gun fire.


����( in a forest area, John gets off his horse and runs through the smoked-filled area, looking in two tents, and then looking at a camp site from behind a tree.  He goes to the ground, crawling, to a man leaning against a cooking pot.


John:			(whispering) Soldier?  Soldier?


The king’s soldiers are heard in the distance as John pulls the dead man down, revealing a gun shot wound to the chest. John continues to crawl across the ground.  He sees three rebels running away from the gunfire, and then two are shot by soldiers, and fall to the ground, dead.  The third rebel falls to the ground and crawls desperately away.  He is helped over a wall made of pieces of wood by John, who grabs him and gets on top of him, threatening him.


John:			Where’s Monmouth’s army?!?


Rebel:			Monmouth is finished!  Everyone’s for the King now!


John:			I’m looking for Tom Faggus!


Rebel:			Dead!  All dead!


The rebel struggles away from John and begins to run away, but is seen by a soldier in the red uniform of the King’s army, who falls, making the rebel fall to the ground dead.  John looks over the wall and sees Tom’s white horse over by the soldiers.


John:			Winnie!


John crouches down, takes out his gun and continues to crawl across the rebel campsite, past dead rebels.  An overview shot shows soldiers sweeping the campsite, shooting rebels to make sure they are dead.  John crawls on the outside of the campsite, through a water-filled trench and through bracken, past more dead rebels, one of whom is missing a leg, past horses and sees Tom lying on the ground on his side.


John:			Damn you, Tom.


John turns Tom on his back, puts his gun away and inspects Tom’s wound.  He then listens to Tom’s heartbeat when Tom moans and breathes heavily.  John lifts Tom’s head up on his knees where he gets a water flask and pours water into Tom’s mouth, making him splutter.


Tom:			You know I prefer brandy(!)


Both Tom and John give a little laugh.


John:			Do you think you can move?


Tom:			Put me on Winnie’s back.  We’ll die together.


John:			Hey!  You are not going to die!


Tom:			Alive or dead she’ll take me back to Annie.


John:			You should never have left her.


Tom:			All things considered, I agree.


John:			Come on!


John helps Tom to his feet, who moans.  John gets up and brings Winnie over to Tom.


Tom:			C’mon girl.  Woe, baby, woe.


Tom stops Winnie and grabs her reigns.  John then helps Tom onto Winnie’s back.


John:			Now Tom.


Tom:			No-one will get me now(!)


John:			I’ll follow you as soon as I can.  Go!


John pats Winnie’s back, making her walk off.


( soldiers pulling a cart, carrying dead soldiers.


Soldier:		Pull harder!  Pull I say!  Keep moving!


John watches from the trees and once the cart goes past, John, who is holding his gun, gallops off in the other direction.  He goes around a corner and sees he has approached the soldiers’ camp.  Hesitating at first when seeing the armed soldiers line up against the gate, John continues towards the camp.


John:			God save the King.


John continues past the soldiers, who have their guns aimed at him, and into the camp.


Colonel Kirke:		Down from your horse, rebel.


Colonel Kirke, followed by soldiers, approach John.


John:			I’m a faithful servant of King James.


Kirke hands John a tankard.


Kirke:			Then drink his health with us.


John takes the tankard and begins to drink.


John:			(toasts) The king!


John is pulled down off his horse by soldiers and is brought before Kirke.


Kirke:			How much ransom would your mother pay for you, rebel?


John:			I told you I’m no rebel!  I’m an honest farmer!


Kirke:			Farmer?  Well then.  Come to this barren tree and make it 


			fruitful.


John:			I have the right to a fair hearing!


Kirke:			Traitors have no right!


Soldiers drag John towards a tree, and a noose is about to be put around his neck.


Soldier:		C’mon.


John pushes the soldiers away, punches another soldier, crawls across the ground and grabs a gun.  John gets to his feet, and starts swinging the gun around, making the soldiers back off, whilst others, including Kirke, aim their guns at him.


Kirke:			Shoot him you idiots!


Stickles comes riding up on a horse.


Stickles:		Hold your fire!


Kirke:			What is the meaning of this?!?


Stickles:		I can vouch for this man!  He’s honest and loyal.


Kirke:			In which case, why was he riding away from the battlefield?


Stickles:		No doubt he has some good reason.


Kirke:			All prisoners must answer to the Lord Chief Justice.


Stickles:		He will.  I promise.


Kirke:			I hold you personally answerable, Captain Stickles.


( John and Stickles riding away from the soldiers’ camp site.


John:			Phew!  Thank God you came!


Stickles:		You save my life once, John.  Honoured to return the favour.


John:			Don’t leave it quite so late next time!


Both John and Stickles chuckle.


Stickles:		I wish I could say you’re free.  If I turn you loose, you’ll be


			branded an outlaw and hunted down.


John:			So where we going?


Stickles:		London.


( John and Stickles slowly riding across the countryside, away from the battlefield.





Scene 24 - Street in London


John and Stickles ride down the same narrow street as before, with general hubbub continuing as they go down the tunnel.





Scene 25 - Doone Valley


Doone men in a chain pass a gun from a large pile, down to Carver, who is approached from behind by Counsellor, who pulls Carver away from his men.


Counsellor:		They lost ten men at Sedgemoor and another six after.  That 


leaves barely more than thirty fit to fight.


Carver:			It’s enough!  One well armed man could hold the Doonegate 


against an army of ten thousand!


Counsellor:		You can’t defend this place forever.  They’re hanging anyone 


who falls with Monmouth.  If we stay here, they’ll kill us all in the end.  We should think about leaving.


Carver:			This is Doone land!  I will never give it up!  We will stand or fall 


here!


Counsellor:		Listen…


Carver;			I listened to you before and looked what happened!  When 


Lorna comes home, she’ll find me here, waiting for her.


Counsellor:		For heaven’s sake, forget about her now!  You’ve lost her!


Carver:			Never!





Scene 26 - Courtroom in London


People are in the court room, cheering and applauding.


Announcer:		Tom Carter.  Rebel.


Judge Jeffreys:	Guilty.  Death by hanging.


People cheer and applaud.


Announcer:		Seximus Pope.  Rebel.


Jeffreys:		Hanging.


People cheer and applaud.


Announcer:		Christopher Belton.  Rebel.


( Belton guarded by soldiers, standing in the podium, with Judge Jeffreys looking down on the courtroom from his high desk.


Jeffreys:		Hanging.


People cheer and applaud.


Belton:			My Lord!  I’m innocent!


Jeffreys:		My dear fellow.  If you were innocent, you wouldn’t be here!


People cheer and applaud as soldiers drag Belton away and bring John up to the podium.


Announcer:		John Ridd.  Rebel.


Jeffreys:		Hanging.


People cheer and applaud but are interrupted by Stickles’ protests.


Stickles:		My Lord!  This man has done good service to the crown!


Jeffreys:		John Ridd?  I remember you well.  I fear you took little heed of 


my advice.


John:			I’ve done nothing wrong!


Jeffreys:		I think you’ve gambled in politics and backed the losing side, 


while you must pay your debt.  It’s a pity.


Stickles:		My Lord.  I’m certain he is loyal to the king.


Jeffreys:		Has he proof of this?


Stickles:		No.  But with your indulgence, he may yet produce it.


Jeffreys:		Captain!  You have five seconds to explain your riddle before I 


hang you too!


Stickles:		It is well known that the Doones were among Monmouth’s 


closest allies.  No-one knows their ways better than this man.


Stickles points to John.


Stickles:		Let him be your instrument in their destruction.


Jeffreys:		Do I need a rebel farmer’s help to rid King James of his 


enemies?!?


Stickles:		Of course not, my Lord.  But the Doones’ stronghold is well 


protected.		


John:			Your Honour.  Give me a few well-trained men and I’ll finish the 


job once and for all.		


Jeffreys:		Very well.  Succeed against the Doones and your loyalty will be 


well rewarded.  Fail and you’ll join them on the scaffold (( soldier) Give him what he needs.


Stickles and John bow, and Stickles leads John to the side of the room, while another rebel is brought to the podium.


Stickles:		Stand aside!  (( soldier) Uncuff this man!


Announcer:		Tom Neff.  Rebel.


Jeffreys:		Guilty.  Death by hanging.


People cheer and applaud as John is uncuffed by a soldier, and sees Baron de Whichehalse standing beside him, smirking.


Announcer:		Ned Grimes.  Rebel.


John rubs his wrists and leaves the courtroom with Stickles.


Jeffreys:		Hanging.


People cheer and applaud as Grimes is taken away by the soldiers.


Announcer:		Baron de Whichehalse.  Rebel.


Baron de Whichehalse is dragged from the front of the line of rebels to the podium.





Scene 27 - Tavern in London


Stickles and John are sitting at a table, eating, in a crowded, noisy tavern.


John:			There’s something I need to do before I go.


Stickles:		I take it you’re talking about Lorna.


John:			(sighs) I have to see her.


Stickles:		It won’t be easy.  There’s nothing of the farm girl left now.  


Lady Dougal’s wealth and beauty are the toast of society.  She’s said to be a favourite of Queen Mary herself.  She attends mass each week at Whitehall with the king and his court.  We leave at dawn on Monday.  You can go and have a look tomorrow.  If you want.





Scene 28 - Outside Whitehall in London


People cheer as a group of people lead by King James and Queen Mary, pass through a long corridor, with guards stationed at regular intervals.  As King James passes the crowd, he bows at them.


( John pushes through the crowd, trying to get to the font.  He sees men walking past and then from behind a pillar, Lorna, in a red dress and hooded cloak, talking and laughing with another man.  She sees John and stops talking.  John walks alongside her in the crowd, as she walks past.  The king’s group turn a corner and go up some steps, with Lorna looking behind her as she goes up the steps, leaving John standing on the steps before two guards close the doors.





Scene 29 - Outside Whitehall in London


John is leaning against a wall and is approached by a messenger, holding a letter.


Messenger:		John Ridd?


John takes the letter, watches the messenger walk off, then opens it and reads it.





Scene 30 - Outside Earl Brandir’s House in London


John is sitting on a bench inside an entrance way when Lorna runs up to him and stops just infront of him, who gets up and bows.


John:			My Lady Dougal.


Lorna:			Won’t you call me Lorna?


John:			If you command it.


Lorna:			Command?


Lorna goes outside, with John following, and leans against a pillar, facing John.


Lorna:			There’s no place for commands between old friends.


John:			I had thought we were a little more than friends once.


Lorna:			No more so than me.  Perhaps we were both mistaken.


John:			So it seems.


There is a long pause, and Gwenny is watching John and Lorna’s conversation from the entrance to the house.


John:			Well, I see…you have a fine house now.


Lorna:			It belongs to my uncle, Earl Brandir.


John:			Why did you send for me?


Lorna:			(sighs) I thought you might want to see me again.


John leans in closer to Lorna.


John:			There was a time when I would have given anything to be by 


your side.


Lorna:			And now?


John:			Why wish for something that could only cause me pain?


Lorna:			If my presence so offends you, maybe you should leave.


John leaves Lorna and goes down the steps.


Lorna:			(calling after John) John!  How could you be so cruel?


John turns around and faces Lorna, crying.


John:			You break my heart and then accuse me of cruelty?!?


Lorna:			I waited so long for some answer to my letters.  All those 


terrible days and months and not a single word from you.


John:			You wrote to me?


Lorna:			Dozens of times.


John:			Nothing ever came.  But all my letters to you were returned.


Lorna:			What letters?


John takes the letters out of his shoulder bag, goes up the steps and hands the to Lorna.


Lorna:			You sent these to me?


John nods.


John:			Faithfully.


Lorna:			Then what happened?


Lorna thinks and then looks down.


Lorna:			Gwenny.  Gwenny.  Tell me you sent my letters.


Gwenny:		You couldn’t be some common farmer’s wife.  Not now you’re a 


fine lady.  It’s the way of the world.  High don’t mix with low.


Lorna:			Do you know how much pain you’ve caused?!?


Gwenny:		I only did it for the best.


Lorna:			Leave us!  I’ll decide what to do with you later.


Gwenny leaves, crying.


Lorna:			You should have known I could never do such a thing to you.


John, who is still crying, wipes his nose with the back of his hand, sniffing.


John:			I didn’t know what to think.


Lorna moves closer to John.


Lorna:			Will you never see how much I love you?


Lorna and John’s heads come together and touch.





Scene 31 - Inside Earl Brandir’s House in London


Lorna is sitting down opposite John.


John;			I have a death sentence hanging over me.  And even if Jeffreys 


doesn’t kill me, the Doones probably will!


Lorna:			You’ll be safe.  I know it.


John:			In any case, we both know the King will never let you marry a 


man without status or title.


Lorna:			I’m sure fate will provide for us somehow.





Scene 32 - Outside the Ridd Farm


John and Stickles ride towards the Ridd farm, followed by a militia of soldiers on horses and on foot, including Bloxham.  They enter the gates to the farm, and are greeted by barking dogs.


John:			Mother!  Mother!


John gets off his horse and Sarah runs towards him and hugs him, followed by Lizzie who runs and hugs Bloxham.


Sarah:			John!  John!


Bloxham:		Lizzie!  I’ve missed you!





Scene 33 - Kitchen in the Ridd Farm House


In the kitchen, Sarah is sewing, Lizzie is reading a book and Stickles is eating at the table.  They all look over when they hear a baby gurgle, and see John kneeling on the floor next to a seated Annie, who is holding her baby.


John:			Where’s Tom?


Annie:			He’s safe.


John:			Where is he?


Annie looks over at Stickles.


Stickles:		Oh don’t worry.  I’m here to bring the Doones to justice.  No-


one else.


Annie:			He is close by.


John:			You mean…?


Tom:			She means here.


Tom appears at the doorway.  John gets up and greets a wounded, but laughing, Tom.  John hugs Tom, causing him to wince and moan.


John:			You should be in hiding.  You’ll hang with the other rebels if


			Jeffreys’ men get hold of you.


Tom:			I wanted to see my son.


Tom leaves John and goes to Annie, and John goes over and leans against the fireplace.


Tom:			If I’m to be given another chance, I won’t make the same 


			mistake again.  When will you attack the Doones?


John:			Tomorrow.  At dawn.





Scene 34 - Doone Valley


The sun rises over the Doone Valley.


( a chain of soldiers passing guns down the line behind the waterfall and round the rocks.


( soldiers walking through the stream on the other side of the waterfall, guns raised.


( John climbing up the wooden ladder, with soldiers following him.


( Carver climbing up the ladder of the look-out tower, and looking out of the arrangement of his armed men in the valley.


Carver:			I WANT MORE MEN AT THE TOP!


The Doone men reassemble.


( Doone women cooking with pots, with loud chatter and laughing from the men behind them.


( soldiers running down the embankment near the village, and assembling in a line against it, with John at the front, Stickles, Tom, who groans when he drops to the floor and Bloxham, all armed with guns, watching the look-out tower in the near-empty village.


John:			I told you they’d all be guarding the front.


Stickles:		Well, we need to get nearer.


Stickles points to Bloxham and another soldier.


Stickles:		You and you, follow me.  Come on.


( John, Stickles, Bloxham and the soldier sneak closer to the tower.  John points at the look-out tower and whispers to Stickles.


John:			We’ll have to take the man from the tower…


A Doone man is seen looking over the Doone Valley from the tower.


John:			…before we can get the men through the trees.


John leaves Stickles and runs up to the tower.


Stickles:		Soldier.  Give me your musket.


John reaches the tower and begins to climb up it.  the look-out man looks over the side and John stops so he is not seen.


( Stickles pointing and mouthing to John “Stop” and raises his gun.


( look-out man looks over the side of the tower and sees John, but is shot by Stickles and falls down.


( Doone men stand up from the table.


Doone Man:		Who is that?


( Carver looking back.


( look-out man screaming and falling down.


( Doone men in the valley turning and looking in the direction of the shot.


( Carver shouting orders from the tower.


Carver:			Everybody get back!


( Doone men charging.


( Soldiers shouting and charging,


( Carver sliding down a rope from the tower, landing on the ground.


( Doone men charging.


( Soldiers and John running past the tower.


( Doone men getting up from the table and running from the platform towards the fighting, including Marwood de Whichehalse and Carver, who pick up guns.


Carver:			GO!


Doone men running towards the soldiers.


( Soldiers running towards the Doone men.


( a half dressed man coming outside of a small house with a woman, who sees the fighting and runs back inside.


( Doone men running into the village from the field.


( Marwood de Whichehalse and carver running.


( Doone men begin firing at the soldiers and start to fight with swords, with the soldiers returning the shots.  A few soldiers light torches and set the village on fire.


( Doones charging towards the soldiers and they meet and begin fighting with their swords.


( John running through the fight, shooting one Doone and smacking another on the head, first with a sword and then with his gun.


( Stickles firing at the Doones.


( John firing at the Doones.


( Carver standing in the middle of the fight, shooting soldiers.


( Counsellor coming out of the Doone House, carrying Ensor’s jewellery box, but is cut in the upper body by a soldier.


( Carver firing.


( John drop-kicking a Doone.


( Counsellor trying to get away over the bridge.


( Tom running and Carver’s shot just missing him.


( John firing at Marwood de Whichehalse, but missing.


( Carver looking around at the fighting, backs off, drops his gun and runs away.


( Tom fighting Marwood de Whichehalse, beating him to the ground.  He throws the end of his sword into the ground, near Marwood de Whichehalse’s face.  Tom then spits on him and turns his back to walk away, when Marwood de Whichehalse grabs and sword and pulls himself up, with John, who is nearby, seeing him.


John:			Tom!  Look out!


Marwood de Whichehalse goes to charge but is shot down and killed by Bloxham, with Tom walking away.


( Carver running away up the hill, away from the burning village.


( soldiers walking around the village, checking the dead.  John picks up a gun from a dead Doone, and walks around dead bodies, with the gun aimed at each one that he passes.  He puts the gun down and leans over a dying Counsellor.


John:			Who fired the shot that killed my father?  Tell me!


Counsellor:		Carver.


Counsellor holds Lorna’s necklace in his bloody hand, offering it to John, then dies, and his hand drops to the floor.  John takes the necklace and looks at it as Stickles approaches him.


John:			Any sign of Carver?


Stickles shakes his head.


John sighs.


( smoke rising from the flames, filling the Doone Valley.





Scene 35 - Judge Jeffreys’ Office in London


Jeffreys:		Captain Stickles has, uh, told me of your good service to the 


Crown.  In recognition, I’ve decided to be merciful.  You’ll be hanged of course, but I’ll spare you the drawing and the quartering.


Shocked looks from both Stickles and John.


Jeffreys:		That was a joke.


Relieved looks from Stickles and John, followed by a nervous laugh.


Jeffreys:		Well, the King is well pleased with you.  You may return home 


without a stain on your reputation.  Against my advice, I might say, he has also offered you a reward of fifty gold sovereigns.


John takes a few steps towards Jeffreys, with an anticipated look on his face.


Jeffreys:		You’re not pleased?


John:			Of course, my Lord…only…there’s one thing that money can’t 


buy me.


Jeffreys:		I take it you’re referring to Lady Lorna Dougal?  You presume a 


great deal.


John:			I know that!


Jeffreys:		Well, I’ll speak to his majesty and the queen is of a romantic 


disposition.  Such a marriage might appeal to her.  But then again, you see, Lady Lorna cannot marry a commoner.  So, suppose I’ll have to persuade his majesty, and it won’t be easy, to, uhm, give you a knighthood.


John looks at Stickles then happily moves towards a seated Jeffreys, at his desk.


John:			Thank you, my Lord.


Jeffreys gestures with his head for John to go, which he understands and bows.  Stickles opens the door and just as John is about to go out, he hesitates and turns around.


Jeffreys sighs.


Jeffreys:		What is it now?


John:			There’s one more thing, Your Honour.


Jeffreys:		Well, spit it out man.


John:			A pardon for Tom Faggus.


Jeffreys:		The man is a renegade.  You test my patience.


John:			He fought with equal bravery against the Doones.


Jeffreys gets a pardon and picks up a quill, dips it in the ink, writes Tom’s name and signs it.


Jeffreys:		I hear his name mentioned again, I’ll hang him on principle.  


Get out, before I change my mind.


Jeffreys passes the pardon to John, who bows and pats Stickles on the arm before leaving the room, leaving Jeffreys at his desk, looking at a letter.





Scene 36 - Outside the Village Church


A buggy is being pulled by a horse, is being led towards the village church, carrying Lorna, who is in her wedding dress, laughing and talking with Reuben.  Gwenny is riding in the back of buggy, with people running beside and ahead of the buggy.


( Inside the church.


Parson Bowden:	Does anyone know of any reason why these two people should


			not be joined in holy matrimony?  Speak now or forever hold 


			your peace.


Tom clears his throat and everyone turns and him, but he gestures for the service to continue.  Lorna and John smile at each other.


Parson:		Do you, Sir John Ridd, take Lorna, Lady Dougal, to be thy 


			lawful wedded wife?


John:			I do.


Parson:		And do you, Lorna, take Sir John Ridd, to be thy lawful wedded


			husband?


Lorna:			(nodding) I do.


Parson:		The ring?


Tom comes forward and gets John’s father’s ring out of his pocket and hands it to John, who puts it on Lorna’s wedding finger.


Parson:		Then, I now pronounce you man and wife.  That which God 


			hath joined together, let no man be assumner. 


John and Lorna kiss, and the congregation “Aah”.


( Sarah, with Annie, Lizzie and Reuben, crying.


( John Fry at the back of the church, looking at the front of the church, and Carver is looking at the ceremony through the window, his hand moving against the glass.


( John and Lorna smiling and holding hands in front of the altar.  Then turn to go down the aisle when the door bangs open and Carver marches in with a gun.


Lorna:			No!


John stands infront of Lorna.


( Carver, holding his gun, turns around, making the people duck and scream behind the pews.


( Lorna hiding behind John.


( Carver takes a few steps forward down the aisle, and fires and Lorna and John.  the smoke clears and Lorna, who has been shot, falls into John’s arms.


( Carver staring at Lorna, who then runs out of the church.  People then move forward, with Ruth running towards Lorna, who is laid on the floor by John, the blood staining her white dress.


John:			Noo!!!!


Tom feels for a pulse on Lorna’s neck but shakes his head.  Ruth pulls Tom out of the way and attends to the wound.


( John leaves Lorna, pushing his way out of the crowd and reaches the door and goes outside.  He sees Carver riding away into the forest, and so takes off his jacket and mounts a brown horse waiting by the wall outside the church and chases after Carver.


( Carver riding, looking behind him and sees John close behind.


( Both horses jump over a log.


( Carver turning around and fires a shot at John, which misses him.  Carver and John reach a river, at which point John’s horse is alongside Carver’s.  John jumps onto Carver’s horse, pulling himself and Carver off and into the river, where they begin to fight.  John pins Carver to the ground and punches him several times but Carver pushes him away.  They both have their hands on each other’s collars, trying to bring each other down.  Carver kicks John away and runs to the bank, where John follows him and puts his hands around his neck, but Carver pushes him back into the water.  Carver draws his sword and swings it at John, several times.  John carefully moves back each time into the river, then lunges with his head  at Carver’s stomach, taking him out of the river and pins him down on the bank, hand around his neck, with Carver trying to push John’s face away.  John sees a bog just behind Carver, at which point Carver punches him and pushes him over.  Carver gets up and drawing a dagger, lunges at John, who holds him back.  Carver knees John, grabs him, knees him in the chest and throws him into the bog.  Carver follows John into it, and is quickly up to his shoulders in mud.  While John tries to pull himself out, Carver struggles, trying to pull John back in.


John;			No!  No!


Carver grabs John’s boot and throws it at him.  John pulling himself completely out of the bog, sees Carver’s head in the mud.


John;			Aah!


John looks around for something to use for Carver to hold onto, then lies on the ground and reaches his hand out to Carver.  Carver’s hand rises out of the mud, takes John’s, and is pulled forward a bit, before he pulls away.  John gets closer to Carver, stretches his hand out again, only for it to be hit back by Carver.  John, moaning, stretches his hand out for a third time, but Carver is out of reach.  Carver looks at John, then disappears under the mud, followed by a few air bubbles.  Groaning and breathing heavily, John pulls himself off the edge of the bog, and is left staring at it.





Scene 37 - Ridd Farm


A muddy and exhausted John rides into the farmyard.  Panting, he gets off his horse and goes towards the house.


( In the kitchen, Sarah, Lizzie, Annie, Tom and Bloxham are waiting for John.  their heads all turn towards the door when they hear John come in.


John:			Where is she?


Sarah:			Upstairs.


John goes up the stairs as Sarah stands up from her chair.


Sarah:			John!


( in a bedroom where Lorna is lying on the bed and Ruth is sitting in a chair beside the bed.  The door opens and John walks in and sees Lorna.  he begins to cry as he sits on the edge of the bed and takes Lorna’s hand.


Ruth:			John.


Ruth gets up and walks over to a mourning John.


John:			She’s still warm.


Ruth:			She is alive.


John looks at Ruth.


Ruth:			I removed the shot and dressed the wound.  If she survives the 


			night, she has a chance.


John takes both of Lorna’s hands in his.


John:			Thank you.


Ruth steps back and sits down as she sees John with Lorna.





Scene 38 - Bedroom in the Ridd Farm House


John is standing looking through the bedroom window.


( Lorna lying on the bed, her eyelashes flickering.


Lorna:			I dreamt I was in a strange dark place.


John hears her, turns around and comes over to Lorna, and sits on the bed smiling, taking her hand, as Ruth watches on.


Lorna:			And Carver was there.  He told me I had to stay with him as his


			queen.


John:			You’re home now.  He will never have you.


John kisses Lorna’s hand, as Ruth sadly looks on, opens the door, looks at John, and then leaves, closing the door behind her as Lorna leans closer over Lorna.


( In the kitchen, Sarah is resting her head on the table and Annie is resting in a chair.  both of them look up when they see John walk into the kitchen, as well as Tom, Lizzie and Bloxham, who are standing by the fire.  John smiles and they all go and hug and congratulate him.


Sarah:			She’s alright?


John:			She’s fine.





Scene 39 - Hayfield in the Ridd Farm


John Fry and Betty walk through the hayfield, talking.  Behind John Fry and Betty, Sarah pulls a piece of hay from the field.  Infront of Sarah, Lizzie and Bloxham are talking and walking.  Infront of them, Annie is walking, carrying her son, closely followed by Tom.  John and Lorna, dressed in farm clothes, hold hands, look at each other and kiss.


John Fry:		Come on!


John and Lorna put their arms around each other and walk on with the rest of the family through the field.





*End Credits*


